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Theological Department. 


The perusal of the following pa- 


per, will suggest to the readers of 
the “Repertory,” some important 
hints for the examination of their 
hearts and lives; and it is hoped, 
will be instrumental in quickening 
their souls in “the way everlasting.” 
“There is an endless variety in the 
circumstances, propensities, temp- 
tations, and habits of men,”’ render- 
ing a diversity in some particulars 
of their several plans, for advance- 
ment in the life of piety, sometimes 
necessary. But still there is suffi- 
cient resemblance to make a seri- 
ous perusal of the following resolu- 
tions, in all cases, profitable. 


{From the Christian Observer.) 
SUNDAY. 


Being prevented by indisposition 
from attending public worship, I 
would employ this season of more 
than usual retirement, in reflecting 
on my obligations to God; engaging 
expressly to fulfilthem, and implor- 
ing through Christ, that grace, and 
those influences of his Spirit, which 
can alone enable me to do so. And 
may God Almighty grant, that my 
future life may evince my simplicity 
and sincerity in this exercise! 
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Having found by lamentable ex- 
perience, how adverse the cares of 
the world, the hurry and distraction 
of worldly business, and the dissipa- 
tion of worldly converse, are to the 
maintenance of a spiritual state of 
mind; and having also found how 
unfriendly a want of a regularity in 
the duties of private prayer, and 
self-examination, and the study of 
the Scriptures, is to my improve- 
ment in right tempers and affections, 
as well towards God as towards my 
fellow-men: I am the more induced 
to form this explicit engagement in 
the presence of God, who knows the 
heart; hoping that through his mere 
cy in Christ, its frequent perusal 
may be of use, in reclaiming my 
steps when they deviate from the 
right way. 

I therefore, in the strength of di- 
vine grace, make the following 


RESOLUTIONS: 


I will regard the favour and ever- 
lasting enjoyment of God, as the end 
of all my plans; and study to make 
the consideration of them influence, 
as much as possible, the minutest 
actions of my life. 

I will regard the obedience, sa- 
crifice, mediation, and intercession 
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of Christ, as the only procuring 
cause of all those spiritual blessings 
which conduce to that end; as the 
pardon of sin, peace with God, and 
the sanctifying influences of his Spi- 
rit. 

I will continually keep in mind 
my obligation to walk in Christ’s 
steps, and to be holy as he is holy: 
as one, which if I do not fullil, I 
shall in vain hope to enter heaven; 


and I will ever pray for the Spirit of 


God, in the belief that through his 
operation alone, can this holy frame 
be produced. 

I will cultivate an habitual sense 
of God’s presence, and of my ac- 
countableness to him; of the short- 
ness of time, and of my obligauon 
to improve it. 

I will study for the future to ap- 
pear well, not so much in the sight 
of man as in that of God; and to that 
end, will be particularly watchlul a- 
gainst the love of human praise or 
distinction, and the fear of shame; 
desisting from my purpose when I 
feel these to be my only motives, 
and endeavouring by prayer to over- 
come them, when I perceive them 
to mix with such as are more pure. 

I will consider love to God and 
zeal for his glory as my highest du- 
ties, and study to improve daily in 
these divine affections; and I will 
judge of my progress in them, not 
by transient fervours of the mind, 
but, by my habitual tempers, by my 


punctual performance of the self-de- | 


nying duties of Christianity, by my 
cheerful acquiescence in all God’s 
dispensations, and by the love, the 
humility, and the meekness which I 
am enabled to exercise to those a- 
round me. 

I will study to live a life of depen- 
dance on Christ, and of faith in his 
word; making it the sole and exclu- 
sive measure of my belief and prac- 
tice. 

I will particularly study to restrain 
all wanderings of the mind, in the 
public and private exercises of God’s 


HOLY RESOLUTIONS. 
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worship; to banish, as much as I can, 


vain and worldly conversation, and 
vain and worldly thoughts from my 
mind and lips, on the Lord’s day; 
and to give all my household the 
time requisite for hallowing it. 

I will guard against formality and 
vanity, especially in family worship; 
and fit myself, by previous reflection 
and prayer, for its due performance. 

I will be particularly guarded 
against the intrusion of thoughts that 
are impure. I will turn away my 
eyes from beholding what might lead 
to them; shut my ears against pol- 
luting conversation, and restrain my 
tongue from every licentious word; 
and I will carefully avoid every cir- 
cumstance which I know to have 
formerly excited improper feelings, 
and forbid my thoughts to dwell for 
a moment on past scenes of sensual 
pleasure. 

I will watch against every rising 
of covetous desire; and while I care- 
fully repress all tendency to impro- 
per expense, or the careless profu- 
sion of any of God’s gifts, 1 will seek 
out proper objects with whom to 
share those good things of which 
God has made me the steward, and 
of which he will require an account. 
I will ask every night, whose dis- 
tress have I this day relieved? 

I will no longer put off to a future 
day, or leave the business of the 
present day or hour, but will apply 
myself to it, deny myself to sloth and 
the love of ease, and exercise a con- 
stant and self-denying attention to 
what 1s my proper work. 

I will keep truth inviolate in the 
smallest as well as in the greatest 
matters. 

I will in no case affect knowledge 
which I have not. 

I will read no book but with af- 
tention; and I will read none which 
tend te inflame the mind, or to ex- 
cite improper sentiments. 

I will be ready to communicate, 
and also to receive knowledge; and 
I will be open to conviction, ever re- 
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ceiving correction and reproof meck- 
ly and thankfully, never questioning 
merely for the sake of dispute, nor 
ever retorting upon any reprover. 

I will watch against all supercili- 
ousness in look or manner, all sour- 
ness of mind, in dispute; all impa- 
tience of contradiction, in my inter- 
eourse with all,—whether common 
acquaintance or the most intimate 
relative, as wile, brother, &c.; and I 
will listen with patience and kind- 


ness to the arguments and reason- | 


ings of others, however impertinent 
they may appear at the moment. 

I will also watch against a selfish 
and exclusive attachment to my own 
comfort, and study to be equally so- 





licitous for the comfort of others, | 


and to repress every rising of impa- 
tience at the trouble which this may 
occasion to me. 

I will endeavour to cultivate a 
temper of more benignity towards 
all; and I will attend more to the out- 
ward expression of love and kind- 
ness,—never allowing passion to dic- 
tate what I may say, but studying to 
act by others as I could reasonably 
wish to be dealt with. 

I will watch particularly against 
all hastiness of spirit towards inleri- 
ors, and especially those who need 
my help; and will listen composedly 
to their representations, and render 
them all the justice, and all the kind- 
ness in my power, consistently with 
my other duties. 

I will not only not use railing 
words to any, but I will guard a- 
gainst every circumstance in look 
and manner, which might tend un- 
necessarily to wound the feelings af 
others. 

I will not allow the ill conduct of 
others towards me, to lessen my 
kindness and good will to them. 

I will not reprove my servants in 
anger, but in love; and be more anx- 
jous to remind them of their obliga- 
tions to God than to myself. 

I will not chide or correct my chil- 
dren in passion, nor use peevish lan- 
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cuage towards them; and previous 
to correcting them, | will use prayer 
to God; and | will not be turned aside 
by false pity, or by indolence, from 
duly correcting their faults, which L 
will ever remind them to be sins a- 
gainst God. 

I will never use threatening lan- 
guage, but by way of prevention, 
and without any mixture of passion; 
and I will study, not to allow my 
voice to be elevated above its ordi- 
hary tone, in talking with any, 

1 will guard against all excess in 
eating and drinking; never allowing 
complaisance for any, to mar for a 
moment the clear exercise of my 
reason, or discompose my quiet, by 
leading me beyond the bounds of 
strict moderation, 

I will, from this time forward, 
when not hindered by unavoidable 
circumstances, regularly devote at 
feast one half hour in the morning, 
and one half hour in the evening, 
exclusively to those concerns which 
lie between God and my soul, 

I will, every day, make the at- 
tainment of purity, humility, meek 
ness, lowliness of heart, activity, 
watchfulness, calmness of mind, 
kindness of manner, sincerity, and 
Spiritual mindedness, being the 
graces in which I conceive myself 
more particularly defective, the sub- 
ject of special and earnest suppli- 
cation at the Throne of Grace. 

I will read every day in private a 
portion of Scripture, with meditation 
and prayer, 

1 will be daily engaged in the 
work of intercession. 

I will, at least once every day, cail 
to mind, with due solemnity, the 
innumerable instances of God’s 
providential goodness to me, recol- 
lecting with deep self-abasement 
what | was in——in and in . 
and humbly adoring the infinite 
mercy of God, which has thus far 
caused me to differ. 

I will also call to mind every 
day, my lamentable failures in duty; 














ne 








Rg aggre ~ iam 5 se a 


Ss 


» Zz > 


al wa Set al 





See 


= 
oS a 


a 


> ~ 


or ~ 








316 


my many actions whereby God has 
been dishonoured and my soul in- 
jured, even since it has pleased him 
to convince me of my obligation to 
love and serve him; and I will im- 
prove the remembrance as an in- 
citement to greater watchfulness, 
circumspection, and self-distrust. 

I will consider the study of my 
heart as cne main business of my 
life; and I will enter every evening, 
if possible, into a serious review of 
the past day, and of the manner in 
which I have kept this engagement, 
and into a solemn consideration of 
the fitness of my soul lor entering on 
the eternal world. 

I will anxiously study to reform 
whatever | shall find amiss: and of 
whatever defect in the performance 
of my duty, I may be sensible; what- 
ever corrupt propensity I may dis- 
cover; of whatever sinful thoughts, 
words, or actions, I may have been 
guilty, I will endeavour to improve, 
as an incitement more deeply to re- 
pent of sin, more highly to value the 
love of my crucified Redeemer, and 
more implicitly to rely on his aton- 
ing merits, for pardon and accept- 
ance, and on the sanctifying grace 
of the Holy Spirit, for victory over 
sin, and advancement in purity and 
holiness of heart and life. 

May the Spirit of all Grace fill my 
heart with heavenly wisdom, and 
form me anew in my Saviour’s im- 
age! May the bright example of 
Jesus Christ be ever before my eyes; 
and may his lessons be ever graven 
on my heart! Through his blood 
may my defiled and guilty consci- 
ence be cleansed from all sin! May 
he reign in my heart, and ever con- 
tinue the object of my ardent desire, 
of my undeviating reliance, of my 
cheerful homage, of my lively and 
active gratitude, and of my highest 
love! And may the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of everlasting compassion, the God 
of grace and peace, sanctify me 
wholly, and through the blood of the 
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everlasting covenant make me per. 
fect in every good work to do his 
will, that I may be enabled ever to 
render to the Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit, one God, the praise and glory 
of all I have, am, or hope for! A- 
men. 


The following letter from the pen 
of the late very pious Bishop Horne, 
not published among his works, pre- 
sents the private character of the 
author in so interesting a light, and 
contains so much excellent remark, 
that it cannot fail to gratify and in- 
struct our readers. 


Mag. Coll. July 12th, 1755. 
My pearesr CHARLES: 

As it has pleased God, who or- 
ders every thing for the best, to se- 
parate us for a time, so that we can- 
not pass our hours together, as we 
used to do, in reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and talking one to ano- 
ther of the things God has done for 
us, and requires us to do for him, 
we have nothing left but to pray 
earnestly for each other, that we 
fall not into temptation, and commu- 
nicate our thoughts in writing for 
the establishment of our faith. Be 
not discouraged, my beloved friend, 
at what has happened. It is not 
this, or that person, that has taken 
you from us, but he who orders and 
disposes all events according to his 
infinite wisdom, and unbounded 
love. And this, you may depend 
upon it, is done for great and glori- 
ous purposes; at least for the trial 
of your own faith, that, being more 
precious than gold, it may come 
out brighter from the furnace of 
temptation. There are two me- 
thods the enemy has of attacking 
the children of God, threatening and 
alluring. One of these the strength 
from above has enabled you to 
stand; and fear not but the same 
strength will make you more than 
conqueror over the other. The 
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God who delivered you out of the 
paws of the lion, and the bear, and 
the uncircumcised Philistine, will 
(if you continually pray to him) ena- 
ble vou to dash from your lips, un 
tasted, the gilded cup of pleasure 
and vanity, now offered and presse: 
upon you by the world, to charm 
your faith to sleep, and rob you of 
the jewel of everlasting salvation. 
Oh keep a watchful eye upon this 
mother of fornication, and let her 
not bewitch you with her sorceries, 
as she does the kings and great 
ones of the earth. When you went 
from hence, the world, | know, had 
no charms for you; its cares, hon- 
ours, and pleasures were as insipid 
to you, as the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness are to others: and 
when alone in your littfe garden, 
with a Bible in your hand, no per- 
son, I am well assured, could more 
heartily subscribe that sentence of 
the blessed apostle, ‘Having food 
and raiment, let us be therewith 
content.” This happy temper of 
mind, my dearest Charles, keep 
and hold fast. Remember it was 
formed upon thorough conviction 
and sound judgment, in the hours 
when you were best disposed to un- 
derstand and settle the true value of 
things. Let not therefore any sup- 
posed highness of spirits, occasion- 
ed by wordly joys and pleasures, 
make you alter an opinion ground- 
ed upon the everlasting truth of the 
Almighty God For the world, 
whatever face it may put on, on this 
side of the water or the other, is no- 
thing but fuel for the fire of ven- 
geance. Remember that all the 
saints of God were strangers in the 
foreign country of this world, foreign 
indeed to the heirs of glory! they 
confessed themselves pilgrims and 
sojourners, without any possession 
but a burying place. And, O re- 
member (for it is worthy to be en- 
graved with the point of a diamond 
upon your heart forever!) that He 
who made the world, and therefore 








best knew its true value, chose to 
have nothing from it—but its abuse 
and reproaches. Be strong, there- 
fore, my much loved friend and bro- 
ther, be strong, net in yourself, but 
in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. Besides frequent ejacula- 
tions, Whatever you are about, to the 
throne of grace, fail not, at any rate, 
to steal some portion of each day, 
for reading, meditation, and prayer. 
Read the Blessed Book, the fountain 
of all comfort, and apply by faith to 
yourself what you meet with there. 
Digest the heavenly food by medita- 
tion, and then turn it inw prayer for 
its accomplishment in you. Forget 
not a daily examination of the state 
of your soul, that you may know 
what temptations are most prevail- 
ing, and wrestle with :-he Angel of 
the Covenant for a blesting on your 
endeavours to overcome them.— 
Pray with the same earsestness you 
would have done, had you been with 
the three children in jhe fiery fur- 
nace. When you are assaulted by 
pride, vanity, and lust, look down 
into the grave and see yourself the 
food of worms and serpents; when 
you are perplexed with doubt, fear, 


_ and anxiety, look up to heaven and 


see Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. ‘That this same Jesus, who 
is ever ready to succour them that 
are temptéd, having been tempted 
himself with all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them—that 
he may preserve you unhurt and 
unspotted in the midst of this evil 
and adulterous generation, and pre- 
sent you faultless, in the. robes of 
his perfect righteousness, before the 
presence of his Father with exceed- 
ing joy—is a prayer offered up in 
the same earnestness of supplica- 
tion, with which he prays for his own 
soul, by, my dearest Charles, 
Your affectionate Brother in the . 
faith of Christ, 
G. HORNE. 


To Mr. Charles Poyns, 
Spa, Germany. 
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EXCUSES MADE TO JUSTIFY THE FEAR OF MAX. 





APRIB, 


Miscellaneous Department. 


i 


TRANSLATOR.—CHAPTER IV. 
The Excuses usually made to jus- 
tify the Fear of Man. 

When a man begins, with real hu- 
mility, to corfess that fear is one of 
the greatest of evils, and, in conse- 
quence, is watchful and prayerful, 
and strugeles against it, there is 
hope that he will gain the victory. — 
But, alas! ‘ew have sufficient cou- 
rage. Mos persons, when accused 
of such wicked fear, seek to justify 
it with various excuses. Some of 
these have sich appearance of jus- 
tice, as to deceive many and induce 
them to approve their conduct and 
praise their language. 

1. “If J ssxould do thus and thus, 
I should soon be called to account 
for it.’ Well;—but what should 
hinder a faith'ul servant from exe- 
cuting his Master’s orders with sin- 
cerity? “ButI shall expose myself 
to accusations and disturbances;— 
nay, perhaps [ may lose the means 
of subsistence.” Perhaps not; God 
is abundantly able to protect you.— 
If you suffer trials, place unlimited 
confidence in him, and vou shall lose 
nothing through his love. God isa 
faithful Master and Lord; whatsoe- 
ver you lose in his cause, he will 
restore an hundred fold. Happy 
are ye, when ye suffer through the 
love of virtue. Although men rob 
you, God will reinstate you. But if 
you are unwilling to suffer loss thro’ 
love of a good conscience, it is clear 
that ye serve the world and not God. 

2. “We ought not to bring evil 


upon our own heads, nor willingly } 


seek it.” But, neither ought we to 
fear it. So long as you are gov- 
erned by this pat your faith is 
not genuine, If a good act cannot 
be done without suffering, you are 
bound to suffer. It is better to suf- 


fer any extremity, than to have an 








evil conscience. You ought not to 
fear; but to do the willof God. He 
will not impose upon you duties 
which you are unable to fulfil. You 
represent things worse than they 
really are. You fear men;—glorify 
the Lord God with your heart, and 
they will fear you. 

3. “But we do that which” 
You can do nothing of yourselves; 
God alone works every thing that is 
good in you. Who without aid, can 
boast of his performances, as he 
whom the Spirit of God animates? 
We must render account to God of 
every duty omitted;—and it is only 
what shall be recognised at the judg- 
ment day, as performed through the 
power of faith, that shall be accept- 
ed. At first, few things seem pos- 
sible; but if we repose our trust in 
God, we shall be enabled to accom- 
plish the greatest undertakings: yea, 
we can do all things through Christ 
strengthening us. 

4. “If people of station, who 
should be the first to set a good ex- 
ample, would make a beginning, we 
would willingly follow; but we ought 
not to take the lead, as if we were 
better than they.” Imitate the ser- 
vant, who carries a torch before his 
master, and yet does not think him- 
self the greater of the two. The 
kingdom of God is not intended for 
men of the first station. When you 
come to receive the reward of your 
labour, will you refuse it until your 
superior has received his? In the 
kingdom of God, there should be no 
question of precedence. If you are 
convinced of the truth, and do not 
act according to your conviction, 
God will certainly punish your dis- 
obedience. 

5. “But I am nota minister;—the 
care of souls is not my duty.” No? 
Are you not a Christian, and is #t 
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not the duty of a Christian to strive 
to bring back his neighbour into the 
right way, whenever he turns aside 
into the paths of vice and error? Is 
not every Christian animated by the 
Spirit of Christ? Who, then, ought 
to imitate this Saviour of the world, 
in continually seeking to save men 
from future punishment! You can- 
not, indeed, administer the sacra- 
ments, excommunicate from the 
Church, or receive back penitents. 


These are the peculiar duties of 


those who are called by God, as was 
Aaron. But, like them, you ought 
to follow the example of Christ; like 
them, you should observe the com- 
mands of God, and especially that 
of doing good to all, and of doing 
evil to none, whether in person, pro- 
perty, or reputation. 

6. “It is our duty to be prudent.” 
That is true; but there are two kinds 
of prudence,—one spiritual, the o- 
ther worldly. The former is with- 
out blame, and one of the most pre- 
cious gifts of the Most High. The 
other has a show of wisdom; but is 
earthly and sensual. Where the 
fear of God is not continually before 
the eyes, this last has already laid 
its foundation. Where faith is weak, 
it naturally springs up. Where the 
love of God grows cold, it acquires 
strength. It would teach us to please 
God, without displeasing the world; 
to follow Jesus Christ, and not to 
bear his cross. As long as words 
only are required, it says all it can; 
but when the truth is to be exhibited 
in its effects, it has recourse to a 
thousand evasions, and advises oth- 
ers to beware how they hazard too 
much; it mingles together light and 
darkness; it uses every methed to 
keep the cross of Jesus Christ at a 
distance; it follows the multitude, 
and seeks not to join those who have 
suffered for the love of God;—it 
preserves the appearance of a holy 
life, but at the same time is silent 
when the faithful are condemned, 
and even unites with those who pass 
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sentence;—in short, it does far more 
evil, than it can possibly do good.— 
It is true, we ought to be prudent; 
but consider what kind of prudence 
you should have. Examine what 
has now been said, and you will un- 
derstand what has hitherto regulated 
your actions. 

7. “But it is necessary to hold 
back a while; we shall do more good 
by not being too forward.” Where 
has God given permission to wait a 
single moment—to suffer any oppor- 
tunity to escape—in order to take 
advantage of a more favourable sea- 
son? St. Paul informs us what we 
have to do with reservation, when 
he bids us seize upon every oppor- 
tunity that offers. By reserving 
yourselves for a more convenient 
season, you follow the guidance of a 
false prudence. This reserve ac- 
customs you to hypocrisy; strength- 
ens your fear; and will prevent you 
from finding any occasion to exer- 
cise the power of faith. 

8. “To make a beginning, where 
we have not the means of carrying on 
our object to its completion, would 
be productive of more evil than 
good. In such case, it is better not 
to begin at all.” You do well to 
count the cost of the building, before 
you lay the foundation. But where 
ought you to look for the means?— 
From your own sufficiency? No, 
you are sadly wanting. Begin your 
work, then, with an unlimited con- 
fidence in God. Place your hopes 
in Almighty goodness and wisdom. 
With these means, you will be able 
to perfect all you undertake. 

If God sees best not to crown 
your desires with success, you will 
have the consolation of reflecting 
that you have done your duty; and 
you will have a more peaceful con- 
science, than if you had distrusted 
God. Perhaps he may yet cause 
you to see that what has been un- 
successful now, will succeed at some 
future period. Perhaps your very 
efforts may induce others te imitate 
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your zeal. Rest satisfied with that 
inward victory of which a true Chris- 
tian can never be deprived, and 
which consists in patient suffering 
and hope. 

9. “But we cannot do every thing 
at once.” Unprofitable servant!— 
Ought you, therefore, to bury your 
talents, and do nothing? You know 
not what you can do, or rather, what 
God may do through your instru- 
mentality. If you would but shake 
off the yoke of fear, God would do, 
through you, far more than your 
heart can desire. 

10. “We ought, however, to act 
with prudence, and to do all the good 
in our power, with reflection and 
caution.” Yes, such conduct might 
be proper, if we could persuade the 
evil spirit to make his attacks few 
and far between. But, alas! he goes 
about us continually, as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
You cannot resist him, but with the 
armour of faith and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

11. “But a weapon whose edge is 
too finely set, is easily destroyed.” 
If you would infer from such rea- 
soning, that we should not warmly 
contend for the faith; that it is not 
good to be always zealously affected 
in a good thing; or that we may oc- 
casionally conceal our zeal, counte- 
nance the sins of our neighbour, or 
even dissemble with them: you rea- 
son according to the laws of false 
prudence. It is just and right that 
we should display love and sweet- 
ness of temper towards our fellow- 
sinners, and especially when we de- 
clare to them the unbounded good- 
ness of God. But it is necessary, at 
the same time, to bring ardour to 
our work, lest we make love the co- 
vering of a pusillanimous spirit. If 
we neglect this, it is a proof that no 
belief and fear are in the bottom of 
our hearts, and that we seek in these 
specious pretences a justification for 
our indifference. 

12, “But too much eagerness, is 
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the cause of great disorders.” It is 
very possible that young and inex. 
perienced Christians may deceive 
themselves. You behold these light 
errors; but have a guard upon your- 
selves. You should have compas- 
sion for those who have just begun 
to receive the word of God, and 
treat them with gentleness. If we 
think ourselves better instructed, we 
ought to teach them the spirit of mo- 
deration. There is wide difference 
between him who is spiritually dead, 
and him whom God has restored to 
life, though he may be yet weak and 
infirm. Do not you, who have more 
strength, abandon him because he is 
weak; but rather destroy the obsta- 
cles which he is unable to surmount, 
and show, by your example, that you 
serve God with more wisdom. 

13. “By declaring ourselves too 
openly, we may hinder—nay, totally 
destroy the good we might other- 
wise do; whilst, by prudently con- 
cealing ourselves, we may render 
immense service.” False prudence! 
A true Christian should trust in God 
that he will bless him so much the 
more for his open avowal of the 
truth. If you have not firm confi- 
dence in God, the genius of evil, 
sure of deceiving you by continual- 
ly presenting phantoms to your ima- 
gination, will drive you to abandon 
your undertaking and cause you te 
walk in darkness. 

It is a surprising thing that there 
are persons who refuse to make vie 
gorous resistance to opposers of the 
truth, through fear of ruining all.— 
All! Have you done nothing which 
cannot be destroyed? If God has 
done any good through your instru- 
mentality, you ought not to doubt 
that he will do still more. Nothing 
shall be able to resist you. “I will 
never leave you nor desert you.”— 
These are the promises with which 


| we may safely defy the whole world. 


Remember, that “he who knoweth 
to do good and doeth it not, to him 
it is sin.” Let us be governed by 
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3 this precept, with sincerity of heart, }/ them, will be investigated by an om- 

. and let us leave to God the govern- |/ nipotent and omniscient Judge. No 

4 ment of events. |; human law can have any binding 

t 14. “It is our duty to take heed || force, which contradicts any com- 

that we do not bring upon ourselves mand of our Maker; and it would be 
| 


an evil name; for then we should be | 
wholly incapable of doing good,””— 
Behold the grand excuse of the u- 
morous. Did you find this precept 
in the word of God? No; He has 
said, Blessed are ve, when men | 
shall hate you, and shall separate | 
vou from their society, and shall re- 
proach you, and shall drive you a- 
way as evil, because vou are faithful. 
«But (you imagine in your heart), 
by holding back and not exposing 
ourselves, we shall sometimes gain 
the victory.” Be unwilling to assi- 





impious to suppose that the requisi- 
tions of infinite wisdom and good- 
ness, could in any instance be incon- 
sistent with the general good. But 
there may, nevertheless, be many 
infractions of the Divine law, which 
do not directly disturb the peace, 
nor endanger the welfare of the com- 
munity; and in these cases, the civil 
magistrate is bound to leave the pun- 
ishment of the offence to Him, a- 
gainst whom alone it is committed, 

“In innumerable instances, howe- 
ver, the acts forbidden by Scripture, 


ae 


are destructive to the general hap- 
piness: and are, therefore, offences 
against society, as well as against 
God, and are consequently proper 


milate yourselves to hypocrites, vain 
of a little knowledge and ashamed 
to confess Christ, and his word, by | 
4 refusing to suffer any persecution 





for hiscross. Butil, at length, you 
shall resolve to banish fear trom 
your heart, and to give evidence of 
your faith; others taking courage 
from witnessing what you endure, 
will be more bold to speak and act 
without fear.—( 70 be continucd, ) 


==, 


Communicated for the Repertory. 
Extract from a Charce delivered 

toa Grand Jury in the State of 

New York, 

“As the right and policy of visit- 
ing with civil penalties, those acts 
which are denominated offences a- 
gainst God and religion, and espe- 
cially the profanation of the Sab- 
bath day, have sometimes been ques- 
tioned; suffer me to trespass on your 
patience, while I attempt to vindi- 
cate both. 

“Civil society is instituted for the 
protection and happiness of its mem- 
bers, and not for the purpose of en- 
forcing those laws, which the Deity 
has ordained for the moral govern- 
ment of his intelligent creatures.— 
These laws have their own awful 
sanctions, and every infraction of 
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subjects for human laws.—Thus, 
“Thou shalt not steal’’, is transter- 
red from the decalogue to the stae 
tute book, not because theft is a 
transgression of the Divine com- 
mand, but, because it is injurious to 
society. It is the undoubted right 
and duty of the legislature to incor- 
porate into the civil code, such of 
the Divine commands as they may 
deem conducive to the public inte- 
rests. If profane swearing has a 
tendency to lessen in the minds of 
the hearers that reverence for the 
Supreme Being, which is the foun- 
dation of all morality, and without 
which oaths can have no binding in- 
uence, then may the legislature de- 
clare in the language of Scripture, 
“thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God, in vain.”” If a ge- 
neral cessation from labour and pub- 
lic amusements every seventh day, 
for the purpose of devoting that pe- 
riod to religious instruction and the 
worship of the Deity, be regarded 
by the legislature as advantageous 
to the happiness of society; then are 
they authorized to warn us—‘Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it 








ae Sem 
i 
Si endian netaio a 


. = 


7. 
bet 
~~ 





x 
Mi 


7 EE Me are 
- = = 


rn peewee 


Fr rt Beg, 


_ ee —— 


ae 











$22 


holy”: and to reiterate the injunction 
of God hirnself—*in it, thou shalt 
not do any work.”’ 

“Thus we see, Gentlemen, that 
the bounds which mark the rights 
of society, and the rights of consci- 
ence, are few and simple. Society 
may require whatever is essential to 
its own security and happiness; but 
may not arrogate the power of vin- 
dicating the honour of the Supreme 
Being, by punishing whatever it may 
deem derogatory to his Divine Ma- 
jesty. I’very individual has a per- 
fect right, as far as society 1s con- 
cerned, to adopt what opinions and 
practice he may deem proper, not 
inconsistent with the public welfare. 

“It is not the least of the many 
blessings we enjoy, that in this coun- 
try, these principles are understood 
and respected. Here no religious 
establishment rears its haughty front, 
exacting a sullen and hypocritical 
conformity to arbitrary rites and dog- 
mas: and wresting from the hand of 
fabour, the fruits of its honest indus- 
try, to array its dignitaries in the 
pomps and vanities of the world.— 
Here no [nquisition, with blasphe- 
mous presumption, dares to antici- 
pate the sentence of that day in 
which the Almighty shall judge the 
world in righteousness. Here no 
test laws, disfranchise a portion of 
our fellow-citizens, for yielding obe- 
dience to the dictates of their own 
consciences. 

“On the other hand, our laws to- 
lerate no cruel or licentious rites, 
practised under the pretence of re- 
ligious duty. The votary of Jug- 
gernaut would here in vain plead the 
rights of conscience for the perfor- 
mance of his abominable worship: 
nor would the precepts of Brahma, 
here exempt his disciples from the 
penalty of murder, should they pre- 
sume to immolate a widow on the 
funeral pile of her husband. 

“Having thus, as I trust, satisfac- 
torily shewn that society may, with- 
out trespassing on the legitimate 
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rights of conscience, punish such 
offences against God and religion, 
as are injurious to the general wel- 
fare; permit me to offer a few re. 
marks in favour of the policy of our 
laws, in relation to the Sabbath day. 

“No sooner had the Almighty 
concluded the work of creation than 
he instituted the Sabbath, as if his 
labours would have been incom- 
plete, had he not assigned to man, 
a specified period for the adoration 
of his beneficent Creator, and for 
the contemplation of hig own duties 
and eternal interests, 

“The religious observance of this 
day, which the Deity had so early 
blessed, was incorporated, amid the 
terrific splendors of Sinai, into the 
moral law. ‘he command to keep 
holy the Sabbath day, was uttered 
by the Almighty with a great voice, 
out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, 
and the thick darkness; and was 
twice inscribed by the finger of De- 
ity upon tables of stone; thus inti- 
mating by the awful ceremony of its 
promulgation, and the permanency 
of its record, that it was a law of 
universal and abiding obligation. 

“The rights of conscience, there- 
fore, imperiously demand that Chris- 
tians should be permitted to keep 
holy this sacred day. But it would 
be utterly impossible for them to 
fulfil this duty, did not our laws in- 
terpose, to preserve them from the 
interruptions which the ordinary a- 
vocations of life would otherwise 
occasion. Were not the Sabbath 
recognized by law, our citizens, in- 
stead of fulfilling on that day, the 
duties of religion, might be required 
to repair the highways; might be 
summoned into courts of justice, or 
be reluctantly engaged in other s¢- 
cular employments. 

“He, therefore, who under pre- 
tence of religious liberty, opposes 
the execution of the laws relauve to 
the Sabbath, aims a malignant blow, 
not merely at the morality and hap- 
piness of the community, but, at the 
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most sacred rights of multitudes of 
his teilow-citizens. 

«The divine institution of the Sab- 
bath, of itself affords a most power- 
ful presumption of the uulity of that 
institution to society as well as indi- 
viduals: and the more attentively we 
consider its effects upon the com- 
munity, the more thoroughly shail 
we be convinced of the benignancy 
of its influence. By frequently col- 
lecting the various classes of society 
in acts of public worship, the origi- 
nal equality of mankind is stronyly 
enforced: and the superior value of 
virtue and piety, over the adventi- 
tious endowments of wealth and rank 
and power, is exhibited in striking 
colours. 


“The Sabbath, when enforced by |; 


law, wives to the labouring class of 
society a respite from toil, which 
avarice and oppression would tre- 
quently deny: and it aflords to all, 
an opportunity they would not other- 
wise enjoy, of commemorating the 
wisdom, power, and goodness ot their 
Creator, and of acquiring a know- 
ledge of their duty, and of the means 
of securing their future happiness. 
*“No civil institution—no hope of 





ee 


human reward, nor dread ot hu- | 
man punishment, could contribute | 


so powerfully to the peace, good 
order, and decency of society, as the 
instructions received on the Sab- 
bath: and the motives to virtue, and 
the awful consequences of vice, 
which are on that day addressed to 
the consciences and understandings 
of multitudes. 

“The interests of society do not 
require, and the rights of conscience 
peremptorily forbid, that our laws 
should in any manner direct or con- 
trol the religious observance of this 
day. All that is necessary, and all 
that they attempt, is to prevent such 
a gross and public profanation of 
it, as may interfere with the religious 
privileges of others: and, by its evil 
example, lead to the virtual abolition 
of the day itself. 
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“And can there be a doubt, Gea- 
tlemen, that it is the solemn duty ol 
legislators, to reverence and pre- 
serve an institution coeval with the 
creation, and declared by the Son of 
God to have been “made for man,” 
for his use and benefit; and proven 
by the experience of ages, to. be m- 
dissolubly connected with the peace, 
virtue, and happiness of Societyi— 
The legislature has fulfilled its duty 
in the enaction of laws tor the obser- 
vance of the Sabbath; and the oath 
you have taken, renders it ncum- 
bent on you, Gentlemen, to present 
every violation of these laws, within 
the county, that may come to your 


= 
For the Repertory. 

Observing in the Litany of ou: 
Church, that we pray constantly in 
the use of that excellent formulary, 
to be delivered “from all false doc- 
trine, heresy, and schism”; and feel- 
ing somewhat at aloss what precise 
idea is intended to be conveyed by 
the term “schisin’’;—-J should be 
pleased, if some correspondent of 
yours would take up the subject, 
aud treat it somewhat at large: giv- 


_ing not only the liturgical and scrip- 





tural view of this sin (for such I pre- 
sume it to be);——but shewing what 
course of conduct leads necessarily 
to it, and how it may best be avoid- 
ed, 

A CONSTANT READER, 


From the Christian Spectator. 
BAPTISM OF BELLS, 


The ceremony as performed in 
the principal French (Catholic) 
Church in Montreal, is thus de- 
scribed by Duncan:* 

I have frequently stepped into 
this Church to see what was going 
forward. One day lately, I learned 
that two new bells were to be placed 


* Travels Vol. Il. See List of New 
Publications in our No. for January, 






























































in the steeple, and that preparatory 
to this they were to be baptized! 
This was a sight not to be missed, 
and I accordingly took care to be 
in the Church at the hour appoint- 
ed. The bells were suspended near 
the centre of the Church, from a 
temporary wooden erection, and 
near them were a table and some 
chairs. Soon after we had assem- 
bled, a door near the upper end of 
the Church was thrown open, and 
forth issued a procession of priests, 
preceded by two boys in white robes 
carrying a pair of enormous can- 
dies, in candlesticks of correspond- 
ing dimensions, and two behind car- 
rying a little silver vessel of oil, and 
water in a silver vase. The priests 
were variously attired, some in 
black, others in white, and a few in 
gorgeous robes of silk and gold. 
‘Lhe boys placed the candlesticks 
on the table near the bells, and the 
priests bestowed themselves in the 
chairs around the table, or on the 
seats which surrounded the altar; 
prayers were then chanted, after 
which an old ecclesiastic in white 
ascended the pulpit, and addressed 
the congregation in a pretty long 
French oration. My knowledge of 
the language was too limited to ad- 
mit of my fully understanding the 
old gentleman’s address; I was, in- 
formed by those who did, that it was 
intended to impress the minds of 
his auditors with the solemnity of 
the approaching ceremony; and 1 
doubt not that he-thought we much 
needed some such admonition; for 
the aspect of the congregation was 
by no means very devout. There 
was a great crowd present, and with 
many, as with myself, curiosity 
seemed to be the most active prin- 
ciple, for they scrambled upon the 
tops of the pews, and pushed one 
another so tumultuously, that the 
old priest twice stopped his address 
to rebuke us, and on one occasion, 
clapped his hands very angrily, and 
threatened to suspend the ceremo- 
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ny. I must in justice add, that a 
great number of the auditors were 
not Canadians. 

Descending from the rostrum, he 
was invested with a robe of gaudier 
colors, and having pronounced a 
solemn benediction upon the water 
in the vase, he dipped a brush in it 
and inade the sign of the cross up- 
on each bell, inside and out; accom- 
panying it with the solemn words, 
“In nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiri- 
tus Sancti!” Other two then set 
to work, and completed what he 
had begun, brushing the bells all 
over; and then with snow-white tow- 
els wiping them both dry. Some 
oil was then consecrated, with which 
the sign of the cross was made ona 
variety of places on each bell, and 
then carefully wiped dry with a lit- 
tle cotton wool. <A silver censer 
with live coals was next produced, 
into which some incense was thrown; 
and after being waved three umes 
in the air, it was held under each 
bell till they were quite filled with 
the odorous fumes. 

Two old gentlemen and their ve- 
nerable spouses now came forward, 
and one pair was stationed at each 
bell. These were the Godfathers 
and Godmothers of the new mem- 
bers of the holy church; and after 
having answered some questions to 
the satisfaction of the priests, they 
had the honour of bestowing names 
on their Godchildren. This, it 
seems, is an honour which is much 
coveted, and is only conceded to 
these who are both able and willing 
to pay handsomely for the distinc- 
tion. The oldest priest now took 
hold of the clapper, and tolled each 
bell three times, which was imme- 
diately repeated by each of the spon- 
sors. The old couples now pro- 
duced presents for their bantlings; 
first a large roll of linen for each 
bell, which was swathed round it 
by the officiating priests; then rolls 
of crimson silk, one of which was 
richly figured, succeeded by lace or 
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fringes, and the whole was bound 
op by a plentiful allowance of white 
silk ribbon. The ceremony was 
now wound up by a short prayer or 


two, chanted by the priests, when | 


the large candlesticks were again 
elevated, and the whole fraternity 
retired as they had entered. 

Popery has fallen so much into 
the back ground, in our native coun- 
try, that many are probably not a- 
ware of the existence of such a ce- 
remony; it is however regularly per- 
formed to all church bells in Popish 
countries, before they take their 
stations in the belfry, and without it 
they would be considered as quite 
unqualified to fulfil the high func- 
tions which devolve upon them; one 
of the most important of which is 
the ringing of souls out of purga- 
tory. All Saints’ day, as it is call 


ed, came round during my present | 
visit, when the bells had their hands | 


full of work. Io the afternoon of 


that day, all may ring who please, | 


and the poor ignorant people are 


taught to believe that their pulling | 


Justily will materially benefit the 
souls of deceased friends who are 
undergoing lustration. I stepped 
into the Church in the evening, af- 
ter the public services were over; 
there was no light except from the 
glimmering of the small oil lamp 
before the altar, but it served to 
show a number of Canadians on 
their knees, and a coffin near the 


entrance, elevated upon a grim | 


scaffold, garnished like our hearses 
with sculls and crossed bones. ‘This 
was intended as a symbol of the de- 
parted state, to aid dull imaginations 
and stimulate devotional feelings. 
Next day, and for several succeed- 
ing ones, a board was suspended on 
the door of another Church, inscrib- 
ed, ‘Indulgence pleniere pour les 
Morts,’ and I was informed that 
whoever during these days, confes- 
sed toa priest, should have forty 
days remission afier death of the 
pains of purgatory. 
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I have scen no Popish proces- 
sions except a funeral; I missed, by 
a few days, the grand ceremony of 
the ‘Fete Dieu,’ which is annually 
celebrated with great splendour. 


For the Repertory. 
MIRACULOUS CURES. 


At a time, when the age of mira- 
cles—or, rather, the age of supersti- 
tion, credulity, and deceit, such as 
it existed a century or two ago, 
under the power of the Romish 
Church,—is attempted to be reviv- 
ed, in Europe, by Prince Hoheulohe, 
and in Washington, by some Priests 
of the order of the Jesuits; the fol- 
lowing paper will not be useless. 

Valentine Greatraks, was a pious 
man: and in the actions which have 
rendered him famous, was apparent- 
ly sincere. He was a son of a gen- 
tleman of good property and educa- 
tion in lreland, who died while the 
son wasachild. In consequence of 
disgust at the spirit of the times (the 
times of Cromwell), he retired from 
the world, melanchely and apparent- 
ly deranged. Alter recovering from 
an illness, which had nearly proved 
fatal, he became one of the Puritans 
of those days. By and bye, he had 
“an impulse of strange persuasion, 
that God had given him the blessing 
of curing the King’s evil.” He ac- 
cordingly commenced in 1662, to 
touch tor this disease; a practice 
which he continued three years.— 
At this time, the ague becoming 
prevalent, the same impulse sug- 
gested that he had also “the gift of 
curing the ague”, which gift he also 
practised successfully, by touching 
the diseased. He soon discovered 
that the same gift was in his posses- 
sion, in regard to epilepsy, faraly- 
tic disorders, &c.; though he can- 
didly confessed that many were not 
cured by his touch. But his cures 
vere so remarkable,’ and his fame 
spread so widely, that in giving an 
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account of his proceedings to the 
celebrated Robert Boyle; he said, 
“Great multitudes from divers pla- 
ces resorted to me, so that I could 
have no time to follow my own oc- 
casions, nor enjoy the company of 
my family and friends: whereupon, 
I set three days in the week apart, 
(from six in the morning, till six at 
night) to lay my hands on all that 
came, and so continued for some 
months at home.* But the roulti- 
tudes which came daily, were so 
great that the neighbouring towns 
were not able to accommodate them; 
whereon, for the good of others, I 
left my home, and went to You- 
ghall, where great multitudes resort- 
ed to me, not only of the inhabitants, 
(viz. of Ireland,) but also out of 
England, so that the magistrates of 
the town told me that they were a- 
fraid that some of the sick people 
that came out of England, might 
bring the infection to the place; 
whereon, I returned again to my 
house at Aflane, where (as at You- 
ghall) I observed three days, by 
laying my hands on all that came. 
whatsoever the diseases were, (and 
many were cured, and many were 
not) so that my stable, barn, and 
malt house, were filled with sick 
people of all diseases, almost,” &ce. 

Greatraks, in his letter to Mr. 


Boyle, mentions that among the poor | 


people who came to him from Eng- 
land, were two “that had the falling- 


* One would suppose that the Right 
Rev. Prince Hohenlohe, when he con- 
cluded to lay off the world into districts, 
for the sake of praying more expediti- 
ously for the numerous applicants, (a 
sort of Lancasterian plan of working mi- 
racles, by the way,) had taken the hint 
from our Protestant and Puritan Great- 
raks. But we have no desire to dispute 
the patent right with our Romish neigh- 
bours. Hohenlohe has doubtless im- 
proved upon the Puritan, in being able 
to officiate in his districts without the 
necessity of leaving his home. Poor 
Greatraks had to move about, for the ac- 
commodation of his patients. 
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om who no sooner saw him, 


than they fel/ into fits immediately,” 
They were restored by his putting 
his hands uponthem. “The touch 
of his g/ove drove many kinds of 
pains away, and removed strange 
fits in women.” 

These several particulars are so 
well attested, that we have no rea- 
son to doubt that Greatraks did re. 
ally effect the cures which he states, 
—What miracles!—we Protestants 
might say—a poor Puritan curing 
diseases of almost all kinds, witha 
touch! Multitudes crowding around 
him; his fame sustained for years: 
all his wonders done in the light of 
day! How evident that the power 
of working miracles is in the Pro- 
testunt Church; consequently, that 
this is the true Church, &c. kc. ke. 
But pardon us!—Though, undoubt- 
edly, our friend Greatraks did work 














miracles, more surprising far, than 
that to which the Jesuits in Wash- 
ington, pretend; and though Mr. 
Perkins, another Protestant, (the 
metallic tractor-man ) may be con- 
sidered as having beat them all: we 
lreely confess that these gentlemen 
were not vested with miraculous 
power. We make this confession 
for two reasons: /rst, because we 
| think it is never right to make a pre- 
tension which we know to be false; 
and secondly, because the Protes- 
tant cause in this free country, where 
Inquisitions and their brothers, the 
members of the Holy Alliance, have 
no command; may be safely trusted 
to its own intrinsic evidence. Any 
one accustomed to mark the won- 
derful power of the imagination over 
the human frame, in producing, in- 
creasing, and curing its diseases; es- 
pecially any one who has read the 
accounts of the strange effects of 
this power, as exhibited in the ope- 
rations of Mesmer in France, under 
the name of animal magnetism, 

those of Perkins in this country and 
in England, by the agency of his me- 
'tallic tractors; will readily under 
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stand the success of our Greatraks, 
and all those others, in the latter 
days, who have wrought wonders 
among the people. Those who may 
have an opportunity of consulung 
Rees’s Cyclopedea, are referred to 
the article Jmagination, where they 
will find a short and entertaining ac- 
count of the influence of this agent, 
in the working of wonders, compar- 
ed to which, the few successes of 
Hohenlohe, are but ordinary occur- 
rences. 

There are two particulars in 
which the miracles of the German 
Papist and those of the Irish Puri- 
tan, especially agree. Both these 
wonderful men were under the ne- 
cessity of arranging particular days 
for attention to their multitudinous 
applications, lest their labour should 
too much accumulate; though Ho- 
henlohe surpasses his Puritan ex- 
ample, in being able to Cure by dis- 
tricts (making one set of prayers 
answer for all Ireland, for instance; 
another for all the United States); 
whereas his predecessor (Protes- 
tants being, as yet, but ¢yros in the 


business) had only the benefit of 
system, without any diminution of 


labour. 

They agree, also, in having some- 
times succeeded and sometimes fail- 
ed. Here, however, the Puritan, 
we think, was more skilful than his 
princely successor; for judging from 
the few instances of success in Ire- 
land, after the whole country had 
been made the subject of his pray- 
ers, Mr. Hohenlohe must be con- 
sidered but a bungling hand. On- 
ly three or four females seem to 
have been thought worthy of being 
placed at the tail of the Prince’s 
advertisement, as instances of his 
quackery in Ireland ;* while our 


* We read in the Edinburgh Review, 
that though a large congregation of pa- 
tients assembled in a Church of Ireland, 
on one of the Prince’s “field days”, 


in eager expectation of miracles, and | 
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friend Greatraks, seems to have 
made the medical profession almost 
useless, by the frequency of his suc- 
cesses. 

There is another story ofa worker 
of wonders, which we beg leave to 
relate. Contemporary with Great- 
raks, was a certain Capuchin Friar, 
named Francisco Bagnone, who was 
famous in Italy, as the former was 
in Ireland, for the efficacy of his 
touch. He was attended every 
where, by crowds of the sick, on 
whom he performed many surpris- 
ing cures, which were deemed true 
miracies. But, as in the case of 
Greatraks and Hohenlohe; great 
numbers of the Friar’s patients, tho’ 
full of faith in his powers, received 
no benefit. A celebrated Venetian 
Physician asserts, as a matter of 
notoriety, that many left him as fee- 
ble and wretched as when they came. 
He also says, that many even then 
and ¢here, ascribed the cures to the 
power of the imagination. We only 
wonder, that, under the very nose of 
his Holiness, they dared even to 
think such a thought. But here re- 
mark the fact, for which we have 
mentioned the story —The same 
kind of cures which the poor Puri- 
tan effected without the least cre- 
dit for miraculous powers; were 
wonderful miracles in the Romish 
Church! Such is the saving bene- 


fit of Popery! such the transubstan- 
‘tiating power of a Romish Priest! 
Some Protestant Mesmer with his 
animal magnetism, or some Perkins 
' with his tractors, might produce ef- 


fects in a dozen cases, as marvel- 


though the Priest was in expectation; 
the time passed over: and the lame man 
had still his crutch, and the blind man his 


| guide, and the sick man his disease; and 





the Priest declared that nothing had 
been done. We should have told them, 
in the words of Elijah to certain Priests 
of old, who expected a miracle, “either 
he (the Prince) is talking, or he is pursu- 
ing, or he is in a journey, or per adven 
ture he steepeth and must be awaked.” 
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lous as the improvement in the 
health of the lady in Washington;* 
and no one would suspect them of 
miraculous powers; but only change 
their names: call them Facher Ben- 
ois, or Priest Barbaroux, or any 
other names you please, so that they 
have the mark of him frofihesied of 
in Revelations; and, lo! the cures 
are miracles! If Protestants couid 
only be made to believe that “the 
end sanctifies the means’’, and could 
acquire that daring which only a pe- 
culiar education can impart, and 
could think their cause in the least 
dependant for its advance, upon mi- 
raculous pretension, and could set 
the smallest value upon a religion 
that must and would resort to im- 
positions for its support; the people 
of Washington, would soon be as- 
tonished with their cures, and Hoh- 
enlohe and the magicians in the 
court of Pharaoh, would have their 
“noses out of joint” in the twink- 
ling of an eye. But our Popish 
neighbours need not fear; they may 
deposit their model in the patent 
office at Washington, and may e- 
ven take out an exclusive license 
for performing miracles within the 
boundaries of Maryland: and we 
will neither dispute their tide to the 
mvention, nor take advantage of the 
late decision of the Supreme Court, 
in the case of Gibbons vs. Steam- 
Boat Company of New York, the 
principle of which may apply as 
well to miracles as to steam. Let 
them not be discouraged. Men of 
reading, reflection, and sense, will 
laugh at their pretensions: and feel 
indignant, that in this age and coun- 
try, an attempt should be made to 
impose upon the credulity of the 
people, by a branch of that body 


* We would not be understood as re- 
flecting at all on the lady in Washing- 
ton; in whom the happy discharge of an 
abscess in the side, which had caused a 
tumour and a temporary uselessness of 
her arm, has, we believe, produced a 
material alteration, and whose recovery 
we hope, will advance and be confirmed. 


EPISCOPAL BENEVOLENCE. 
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which forged and riveted, and are 
now trying to rivet again, the chains 
of ignorance and superstition under 
which the people of Europe have so 
long been groaning; but they may be 
assured there is a description of 
people even in America, as ready 
to be caught by miraculous pre- 
tence, as ever bowed at the shrine 
of Thomas a Becket. Credulity, su- 


perstition, blind submission to what- 


ever is marvellous, will be found in 
every age and country, among some 
portion of the community. This, 
the annals of spurious miracles, have 
well taught the clergy of that Church 
in which all such wonders have ap- 
peared. From the same annals, is 
learned, without much study, the best 
method of operating upon the popu- 
lar dispositions, in particular circum- 
stances. We wonder these lessons 
have not before been practised up- 
on in this country: and we shall still 
more wonder, if the late attempt in 
our vicinity, is not repeatedly fol- 
lowed up in different parts of the 
United States; for it cannot be doubt- 
ed that some persons who never 
think for themselves, and will not or 
cannot hear the thoughts of others, 
and whose ears are ever open to the 
marvellous; will now verily believe 
that the exclusive salvation of the Po- 
pish Church is attested from Heaven. 
And, even if no proselytes should 


' be made among the weak and cre- 


dulous; a very great effect will be 
produced in confirming the minds of 
those already in the Romish persua- 
sion, and sealing their eyes and ears 


| more /ermetically than ever to the 


arguments of Protestant truth. 
CHRYSOSTOM. 
Episcopal Benevolence.—Dr. Wilson, 
the late worthy Bishop of Sodor and Man, 
sent once for his tailor, to make him & 
cloak, and desired it might have only one 
loop and button. The tailor submitted; 
but at the same time remarked, that if 
that fashion were to become general, it 
would starve all the button-makers.— 
“Say you so, John,” replied the good 
Bishop; “then button it all over.” 
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Baccalaureate Address, delivered at the 
annual Commencement of the Cincin- 
nati College, Sept. 1822, by the Right 
Rev. Philander Chase, President of the 
College; published at the request of the 
Trustees. 

A Sermon on the Christian Ministry— 
preached in Christ Church, Cincinnati, 


Ohio, June 1825, at the Ordination of 


James A. Fox to the holy order of Dea- 
cons, by the Rt. Rev. Philander Chase. 

The Moral Dignity of the Missionary en- 
terprize; a Sermon delivered before the 
Boston Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
cietu, Fe. Nov. 1823, by F. Wayland, 
Jun. Pastor of the fret Baptist Church 
én Boston. Second Edition. 


We have been favoured by so ma- 
ny friends, in different parts of the 
United States, with copies of their 
publications, or of the publications 
of their friends, which it would bea 
pleasure and a benefit atientively to 
revicw; that we are at a loss to de- 
cide upon the best manner of treat- 
ing them respectfully, without oc- 
cupying too great a portion of our 
pages, and without, at the same 
time, depriving our readers of the 
edification to be obtained fiom their 
contents. Some of these publica 
tions, we are obliged to omit; not be- 
cause they are unworthy, but be- 
cause we have not roon;—taking 
this opportunity of returning our 
thanks to those who sent them—and 
desiring a continuance of such at- 
tentions. Of the five publications 
to be noticed in this number; we 
have associated the three at the head 
of this paper, not because they have 
any peculiar connexion, but because 
the other two will stand more appro- 
priately by themselves, in another 
review. 

The Address at the head of our 
list, is an earnest, affectionate, and 
faithful admonition of a Christian 
father, to those towards whom he 
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feels as if they were his children. 
The author appeared before us, as 


_ we read it, like a tender parent, un- 


der whose care, a family of beloved 
children had just arrived at the start- 
ing place of active and hazardous 
living: and whose future destinies, 
he would make one more anxious 
effort to control. He directs their 
view to the numerous paths of dan- 
ger, difficulty, sin, and holiness, laid 
out before them, in all their various 
attractions; and soliciting their pre- 
ference. He shows them the broad, 
wretched, and ruinous pathway of 
infidelity—its flattery, its deceitful- 
ness, its travellers, their misery and 
death. He shows them the narrow, 
plain, unboasting, and unflattering 
road of Christian holiness—its diffi- 
culties. self-denials and humiliations; 
its promises, consolations, enjoy- 
ments, and everlasting reward.— 
Between these paths, he institutes a 
bold and eloquent comparison: and 
when he has torn the treacherous 
mask from the malignant and des- 
perate countenance of Infidelity, and 
presented our Christianity in her 
meekness, simplicity, cheerfulness, 
and glo:y;—the former inviting but 
to murder; the latter sitting at the 
gateway of the opened Heavens, and 
reflecting some rays of eternal bles- 
sedness upon the hearts and lives of 
her disciples, as the assurance of 
her truth and a foretaste of her pro- 
mises;—he turns to his children, and 
calls upon their reason, and every 
principle of conscience, to decide 
upon their choice. 

In taking a short view of this spi- 
ritual address, we have only room 
for the following very forcible illus. 
tration of the office of faith, amidst 
the duties, difficulties, and trials of a 
Christian. 
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lous as the improvement in the 
health of the lady in Washington;* 
and no one would suspect them of 
miraculous powers; but only change 
their names: call them Father Ben- 
ois, or Priest Barbaroux, or any 
other names you please, so that they 
have the mark of him propfthesied of 
in Revelations; and, lo! the cures 
are miracles! If Protestants couid 
only be made to believe that “the 
end sanctifies the means”’, and could 
acquire that daring which only a pe- 
culiar education can impart, and 
could think their cause in the least 
dependant for its advance, upon mi- 
raculous pretension, and could set 
the smallest value upon a religion 
that must and would resort to im- 
positions for its support; the people 
of Washington, would soon be as- 
tonished with their cures, and Hoh- 
enlohe and the magicians in the 
court of Pharaoh, would have their 
“noses out of joint” in the twink- 
ling of an eye. But our Popish 
neighbours need not fear; they may 
deposit their model in the patent 
office at Washington, and may e- 
ven take out an exclusive license 
for performing miracles within the 
boundaries of Maryland: and we 
will neither dispute their title to the 
invention, nor take advantage of the 
late decision of the Supreme Court, 
in the case of Gibbons vs. Steam- 
Boat Company of New York, the 
principle of which may apply as 
well to miracles as to steam. Let 
them not be discouraged. Men of 
reading, reflection, and sense, will 
laugh at their pretensions: and feel 
indignant, that in this age and coun- 
try, an attempt should be made to 
impose upon the credulity of the 
people, by a branch of that body 


* We would not be understood as re- 
flecting at all on the lady in Washing- 
ton; in whom the happy discharge of an 
abscess in the side, which had caused a 
tumour and a temporary uselessness of 
her arm, has, we believe, produced a 
material alteration, and whose recovery 
we hope, will advance and be confirmed. 
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which forged and riveted, and are 
now trying to rivet azain, the chains 
of ignorance and superstition under 
which the people of Europe have so 
long been groaning; but they may be 
assured there is a description of 
people even in America, as ready 
to be caught by miraculous pre- 
tence, as ever bowed at the shrine 
of Thomas a Becket. Credulity, su- 
perstition, blind submission to what- 
ever is marvellous, will be found in 
every age and country, among some 
portion of the community. This, 
the annals of spurious miracles, have 
well taught the clergy of that Church 
in which all such wonders have ap- 
peared. From the same annals, is 
learned, without much study, the best 
method of operating upon the popu- 
lar dispositions, in particular circum- 
stances. We wonder these lessons 
have not before been practised up- 
on in this country: and we shall still 
more wonder, if the late attempt in 
our vicinity, is not repeatedly fol- 
lowed up in different parts of the 
United States; for it cannot be doubt- 
ed that some persons who never 
think for themselves, and will not or 
cannot hear the thoughts of others, 
and whose ears are ever open to the 
marvellous; will now verily believe 
that the exclusive salvation of the Po- 
pish Church is attested from Heaven. 
And, even if no proselytes should 
be made among the weak and cre- 
dulous; a very great effect will be 
produced in confirming the minds of 
those already in the Romish persua- 
sion, and sealing their eyes and ears 
more hermetically than ever to the 
arguments of Protestant truth, 
CHRYSOSTOM, 


Episcopal Benevolence.—Dr. Wilson, 
the late worthy Bishop of Sodor and Man, 
sent once for his tailor, to make him a 
cloak, and desired it might have only one 
loop and button. The tailor submitted; 





but at the same time remarked, that if 


that fashion were to become general, it 
would starve all the button-makers.— 
“Say you so, John,” replied the good 
Bishop; “then button it all over.” 
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Baccalaureate Address, delivered at the 
annual Commencement of the Cincin- 
nati College, Sept. 1822, by the Right 
Rev. Philander Chase, President of the 
College; published at the request of the 
Trustees. 

A Sermon on the Christian Ministry— 
preached in Christ Church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, June 1825, at the Ordination of 
James A. Fox to the hely order of Dea- 
cons, by the Rt. Rev. Philander Chase. 

The Moral Dignity of the Missionary en- 
terprize; a Sermon delivered before the 
Boston Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
ciety, Ce. Nov. 1823, by F. Wayland, 
Jun. Pastor of the fret Baptist Church 
én Boston. Second Edition. 


We have been favoured by so ma- 
ny friends, in different parts of the 
United States, with copies of their 
publications, or of the publications 
of their friends, which it would bea 
pleasure and a benefit attentively to 
review; that we are at a loss to de- 
cide upon the best manner of treat- 
ing them respectfully, without oc- 
cupying too great a portion of oar 
pages, and without, at the same 
time, depriving our readers of the 
edification to be obtained fiom their 
contents. Some of these publica. 
tions, we are obliged to omit; not be- 
cause they are unworthy, but be- 
cause we have not roon;—taking 
this opportunity of returning our 
thanks to those who sent them—and 
desiring a continuance of such at- 
tentions. Of the five publications 
to be noticed in this number; we 
have associated the three at the head 
of this paper, not because they have 
any peculiar connexion, but because 
the other two will stand more appro- 
priately by themselves, in another 
review. 

The Address at the head of our 
list, is an earnest, affectionate, and 
faithful admonition of a Christian 
father, to those towards whom he 
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feels as if they were his children. 
The author appeared before us, as 
we read it, like a tender parent, un- 
der whose care, a family of beloved 
children had just arrived at the start- 
ing place of active and hazerdous 
living: and whose future destinies, 
he would make one more anxious 
effort to control. He directs their 
view to the numerous paths of dan- 
ger, difficulty, sin, and boliness, laid 
out before them, in all their various 
attractions; and soliciting their pre- 
ference. He showsthem the broad, 
wretched, and ruinous pathway of 
infidelity—its flattery, its deceitful- 
ness, its travellers, their misery and 
death. He shows them the narrow, 
plain, unboasting, and unflattering 
road of Christian holiness—its diffi- 
culties. self-denials and humiliations; 
its promises, consolations, enjoy- 
ments, and everlasting reward.— 
Between these paths, he institutes a 
bold and eloquent comparison: and 
when he has torn the treacherous 
mask from the malignant and des- 
perate countenance of Infidelity, and 
presented our Christianity in her 
meekness, simplicity, cheerfulness, 
and glory;—the former inviting but 
to murder; the latter sitting at the 
rateway of the opened Heavens, and 
reflecting some rays of eternal bles- 
sedness upon the hearts and lives of 
her disciples, as the assurance of 
her truth and a foretaste of her pro- 
mises;—he turns to his children, and 
calls upon their reason, and every 
principle of conscience, to decide 
upon their choice. 

In taking a short view of this spi- 
ritual address, we have only room 
for the following very forcible illus 
tration of the office of faith, amidst 
the duties, difficulties, and trials of a 
Christian. 
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“In this profession, in this character, 
he has grace; but it is the grace confer- 
red on a rene, in being again received 
into a state of trial. He has assurances, 
but they are those of faith; faith in the 
power and goodness of the Captain of his 
salvation, not in his own personal infalli- 
bility. His assurances being those of 
faith; faith begets hope; and hope looks 
forward to something yet to come, not 
now enjoyed. If it were otherwise, nei- 
ther faith nor hope would retain its na- 
ture. They would no longer bear the 
definition given them: “faith being the 
substance of things hoped for, the ey- 
idence of things not seen.” 

“The profession of a Christian, there- 
fore looks beyond, but does not annihi- 
late, the evils of life; it overcomes, but 
does not destroy trials. It illuminates 
his path, though it does not change its 
rugged nature, It enables him to dear, 
though it does not remove, the load 
which Providence imposes on him. It 
gives him wisdom and strength to govern 
the bark of life, though it does not abate 
the storm which agitates it. It wafts him 
over the waves, theugh their raging and 
boisterous nature continue. It wipes 
the tears from his eyes, though it does 
not stop the fountain from whence they 
flow. It subdues the terrors and ex- 
tracts the sting of death, though he con- 
tinues his present devouring powers.— 
It deprives the grave of his victory, by 
imspiring a sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection to eternal life. his is the 
nature, these are the resources and en- 
joyments of the Christian. And these, 
reason’s voice pronounces sufficient.— 
They as far transcend our deserts and 
reasonable demands, as the mercy and 
goodness of God transcend the weak- 
ness and sinfulness of man.” 


With regard to the second pro- 
duction of Bishop Chase, it is in no 
wise, that we are not deeply interest- 
ed in its subject: nor that we do not 
think it of high importance that the 
people should be instructed in cor- 
rect doctrine relative to the Ministry: 
nor that we are insensible to the 
force of the manner in which the 
author has accomplished his under- 
taking; that we do not present to our 
veaders, a portion of his discourse. 
Such a subject, however important 
to be inculcated, must always appear 


THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 





APRIL, 


| under unfavourable circumstances, 
.when confined to the limits of a ser- 
mon. So many topics must be dis- 
cussed in connection with it; so ma- 
ny difficulties are to be explained, 
errors to be refuted; and so large a 
field of quotation is to be surveyed, 
before the reader has reason to set- 
tle his mind upon any side of the 
great ecclesiastical controversy; that 
we think, beside the benefit of ex- 
citing the people to attend to it, and 
turnishing them with some general 
ideas for its examination, very little 
profit can arise to any denomination, 
from the pulpit-discussion of thelr 
Church-government dispute. On 
this subject, if any where, we “must 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly di- 
gest,’ if we would come to any per- 
manent and valuable convinction — 
While we bow to the force of the 
argument for the primitive authority 
of Episcopal Government; we are 
not among those, who consider its 
claims, and orders, and arrange- 
ments, as written with a sunbeam. 
And while we do most earnestly de- 
sire that the people in general, were 
more alive to the preservation of all 


| the guards and restrictions of the 


Ministerial order: while we most 
heartily deprecate the loose, and 
what we would call dicentious, no- 
tions, too prevalent in the present 
day, not only among those of other 
denominations, but those of our own, 
in relation to the Government of the 
Church and the introduction to the 
Ministry; we do, nevertheless, dis- 


often introducing these topics into 
the exercises of the pulpit. Let it 
be done sometimes, and on particu- 
lar occasions: and, then, energeti- 
cally and boldly. But that almost 
perpetual harping upon Episcopacy, 
which some practise in their pulpits, 
and for the want of which, some 
Clergymen are so much censured: 
that bending of almost every text 
into an application to the Liturgy, or 





the three orders of the Ministry. 


sent altogether from the utility of 
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which distinguishes some preachers, 
we think unfauwh/fudness to the souls 
of men. 

The above remarks were not sug- 
gested by any thing in the sermon, 
or the character of Bishop Chase: 
and, so far as we know, they have 
no application to either. ‘The sen- 
timents of the discourse before us, 
are sound and appropriate.—They 
are well digested, and perspicuously 
arranged. But the argument is of 
such a nature, that we can find no 
part sufficiently independent in its 
character, to be extracted, without 
appearing unfavourably, for want of 
the reasoning belore it. 





The Missionary Sermon, by Mr. 
Wayland, is a wedl written, and, we 
would say, an cloquent exhibition of | 
“the moral dignity of the Missiona | 
ry enterprise”? A nobler field for | 
eloquence: a more elevating subject | 
for a man of genius and Christian 
zeal, a speaker never had. ‘Truly, 
if there is a dignified being in the 
earth—either for soul, action, or ob- 
ject,—it is the single man, who goes 
forth in the strength of the Lord of 
Hosts, at the sacrifice of every thing 
but conscience, and at the peril ot 
his life, to bear the Gospel of salva- 
tion to perishing and opposing mil- 
lions. If there is a cause in all the 
universe large enough, and valuable 
enough, and glorious enough, to en- 
list the feelings and unite the force 
of all Christendom for its further- 
ance; it is that of sending, sustain- 
ing, comforting, and praying for, 
those undaunted soldiers of the cross 
who are willing to take the hard- 
ships and brave the dangers of the 
missionary enterprise. And if there 
is a subject of contemplation in the 
range of thought, to engage and di- 
late the soul of a Christian with its 
grandeur and glory; it is the strug- 
gle, already so valiantly entered on, 
between the hosts of the Lord and 
the empire of darkness, for the pos. 
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session of those vast regions where 


| pisers who wonder and perish. 
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the race of man has so long been 
crushed under the tyranny of Satan: 
It is the success which we know 
from the Word of God, will attend 
this struggle, when the Heathen 
shall be given to the Son for his in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for his possession. 

The following extract is a speci- 
men of this discourse, and deserves 
to be distinguished, 


“Engaged in such an object, and sup- 
ported by such assurances, you may rea- 
dily suppose, we can very well bear 
the contempt of those who would point 
at us the finger of scorn. It is written, 
in the last days there shall be scoffers.— 
We regret that it should be so. We re- 
gret that men should oppose an enter- 
prise, of which the chief object is, to 
turn sinners unto holiness, We pity 
them, and we will pray forthem. For 
we consider thei situation far other 
than enviable. We recollect that it was 
once said by the Divine Missionary, to 
the first band which he commissioned, 
‘He that despiseth you, despiseth me, 
and he that despiseth me, despiseth him 
that sent me.’ So that this very con- 
tempt may at last, involve them in a 
controversy infinitely more serious than 
they at present anticipate. The reviler 
of missions, and the missionary of the 
cross, must both stand before the judg- 
ment seat of him who said, ‘Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature.’ It is affecting to think, 
that whilst the one, surrounded by the 
nation who through his instrumentality, 
have been rescued from everlasting 
death, shall receive the plaudit, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant;’ the 
other may be numbered with those des- 
O that 
they might know, even in this their day, 
the things which belong to their peace, 
before they are hidden from their eyes! 

“You can also easily perceive how 
it is that we are not soon disheartened 
by those who tell us of the difficulties, 
nay, the hopelessness of our undertaking. 
They may point us to countries once the 
seat of the Church, now pen se with 
Mohammedan delusion; or bidding us to 
look at nations who once believed as we 
do, now contending for what we consi- 
der fatal error, they may assure us that 
our cause is declining. ‘To all this we 
have two answers. First, the assump- 
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tion that our cause is dechning, is utterly 

We think it not difficult to 
prove, that the distincuve principles we 
so much venerate, neveT waved so pow- 
erful an influence over the destinies of 
the beman race as at this very MOment. 
Pods us te those nations of the carth to 
whom mors! and intelicctual cultrvravon, 
inexhaustible resources, progress in arts, 
and ity in council, have assigned 
the » rank im political smpo-ctance, 


and \ou port us to nations whose reb- | 
: opumrons are most closely albed to 
ome we chersh Bemdes, when was 


there a perod, since the davs of the A- 
in whuch so many converts have 
m made to these principles, as have 
been made, both from Christian and Pa- 
gen nations, withm the last five and twen- 
ty vears? Never did the people of the 
saints of the Most High, look so much 
like going forth im senous earnest, to 
take possession of the Kingdom and 
Gomimon, and the greatness of the king- 
@om under the whole heaven, as at this 
wery day. We see then, nothing in the 
signs of the times which forebodes « fail- 
ure, but every thing which promises 
that our undertaking will prosper. But 
secondly, suppose the cause did secm 
declining; we should sce no reason to 
relax our exernons, for Jesus Christ has 
said, “Preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture” Appearances, whether prosper- 
ous or adverse, alter not the obluration 
to obey a positive command of Ainughtr 
God.” 


The Meansz by which the Prosnenity of the 
Church may be promoted. « Sermon de- 
Bvered in St. Luke's Church, Roches 
ter, May 1825, by Rev F H Cuming. 

The Decency and Order of Divine Wor- 
ship; a Senmmon freached in St. Sie- 
fhen’s Church, Philadelphia, January 
1824, dr the Rev. James Montgomery. 


We have a jong time been desi- 
rous of something parochial, famil- 
ar and pomted, upon the several to- 
pics embraced m these discourses. 
Let no reader be induced to with- 
hold his attention from the fellowing 
review, because in the subjects of 


n, there may seem dut little intimate 
connection with that inward devo- 
tion in which we hope he is sv- 
premely mterested. The subjects 
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f these sermons ere greatly mis- 
underst»od by those who regard 
them as but of little mierest to the 
ylain and practical Christian. The 
taithful discharge of the duties con- 
nected with each office im the con- 
gregauon, ibe maintenance of exem- 
plary deportment among the War- 
dens, Vestry. Communicants, and 
Parents of the Church; the devout 
compliance of each person im the 
congregauon with all the rules of 
our public worship, in responding, 
m kneeling. and m the maintenance 
of all the decencies and propnenes 
of an Episcopal Church, should by 
no Episcopalian be thought unwor- 
iny of his serious attention. Reli- 
gion dees no: flourish m that Epis- 
copal congregation, where ‘he pece- 
uariues of the Episcopal service are 
generally disregarded; for that same 
dispesiuon which would make an 

Episcopalian conscientious m the 
discharge of his ordinary duties, 


| would make him scrupulous also m 
| those pertaining to the sanctuary — 


We would give not a straw for that 
man’s attachment to the Church, 
who while his speech is always at 
the hignest pitch of eulogy for her 
inurgy and apostolick government, 
% Mot scrupulous and regular m 
conforming his practice to the du- 
wes which that lnurgy and govern- 
ment require of him. The nume- 


_rouS and inveterate prejudices a- 


gaimst the Episcopal Church, and 
especially azaimst her worship, pre- 
vailing in so many places, and which 
it will take another generation to de- 
stroy, have arsen. almost entirely, 
from the aspect under which our 
Church has been there presented. 
Her devout services have been gone 
over as a school-boy would sav his 
task; the Minister has hastened thro’ 
them, as if his only business had 
been to finish them: and the people 
have sat as unconcerned, as if they 
could worship by proxy; and stran- 
gers, reasonably supposing there 
was a spirn of devouon neither m 
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the people nor the Pastor; have in 
sensibly charged the liturgy with the 
sins of its professed admirers. In 
such circumstances; the Church 
and its forms, are but as lights hid 
under a bushel: and it is utterly vain 
to speak of their intrinsic excel- 
lence. We cannot expect the peo- 
ple in | me to take up the struc- 
ture of our Church, and examine 
critically and philosophically into 
its tendency, and into the spirit and 
beauties of our worship. They 
must sce these recommendations, 
not in theory, but in practice. Noi 
only must the minister preach upon 
the excellence and sublimity and 
impressiveness of the liturgy; but 
these qualities must be seen and 
heard in the actual worship of our 
congregations. It is when our ser- 
vice is read solemnly and devoutly 
from the desk, and a kneeling con- 
gregation, audibly, unitedly, and fer- 
vently, respond; that we would in- 
vite a stranger to our churches.— 
Then would we defy the comparison 
of any other service, and look with 
confidence for the most favourable 
impression upon any observer. But 
otherwise; when all is so monotonous 
in the desk, and so indifferent in the 
pews; when scarcely a whisper of 
response is heard, and a few only 
here and there, are on their knees; 
we could neither expect from a stran- 
ger, his approval, nor wonder if he 
should depart in disgust. Thus, 
indeed, we must confess, has our 
Church been too often exhibited: 
and thus, so far as the congregation 
is concerned, is she often exhibited 
still, to the great pain of the Minis- 


ter and the great depreciation of 


our services. Such sins should 
be preached against, not so much 
by rhetorical flourishes upon the 
qualities of our liturgy, as by plain 
and particular appeals to the good 
sense and consciences of the people, 
for its due observance; appeals, 
such as those which we intend to ex- 
tract from the sermons before us. 
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The object of the first discourse, 
is to point out the ways by winch 
the Minister may be assisted in pro- 
moting the good of the Church, by 
the several classes of his congrega- 
tion. The Wardens, the Vestrv- 
men, the Communicants, the heads 
of famihes, and the people in gene- 
ral, are severally addressed in an 
earnest and edilying manner. We 
ask the attention of Wardens to the 
following: 


“Are you her Wardens? You are 


Your very name 
implies what the Church in your appoint- 
ment, designed you should be: her faith- 
ful centinels. To you it belongs to 
guard the sanctuary, to preserve her 
from all mischief and irreverence; to see 
that her worship be conducted decently 
and in order; to remind those who occa- 
sionly or habitually absent themselves, 
of their dereliction of duty; to take care 
that nothing be wanting which will con- 
tribute to the better performance of her 
various rites, and to show your attach- 
ment to her by your constant attendance 
within her sacred courts. If others leave 
their seats here unoccupied; never, ex- 
cept in cases of absolute necessity, should 
yours be seen vacant. By your example 
and influence, by your prayers, by a uni- 
form and consistent line of conduct, you 
can be ever seeking her good; and much, 
very much would you thus be doing to- 
wards promoting her prosperity. Be 
then consistent—consistency is not bigo- 
try. Be firm—firmness is not obstinacy.” 


We should extract the address to 
Vestrymen, but that we do not think 
it goes far enough in the statement 
of their duties. Since the Vestry 
are charged with some of the most 
important offices of the Church, as 
the calling of a Minister, &c.; we 
think, wherever it is possible, they 
should all be communicants. Of 
all others in the congregation, they 
should be particularly exemplary in 
all the duties of the sanctuary. 

We should like to see something 
upon the choice of Delegates to Con- 
ventions. Ought any one to be en- 
trusted with such duties as devolve 
upon him in our Conventions, who 
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is not a manof picty, and a commu- 
nicant in the Church? We are de- 
cided, that he ought not. 

We pass over several useful pa- 
ragraphs, for the sake of having 
room for the following: 


“Lastly, each individual of the Con- 
gregation may promote the prosperit 
of the Church. You can do it by invari- 
ably frequenting ber courts; by being 
present not merely a part of the Lord’s 
day, but both morning and evening; by 
being present not merely on the Lord’s 
day, but on all other days when her 
doors are open for public worship; by 
being present not only when vour pastor 
is to officiate, but when his place is sup- 
plied by another clergyman, or even by 
alay-reader. This is an age when men 
wish great latitude to be allowed them 
in religious matters. It is an age too 
when caprice and feeling too often pre- 
vail over good sense and consistency of 
conduct. This is strikingly evident 
from the treatment to which those who 
minister in holy things are sometimes 
exposed. They exchange with their 
brethren, and not unfrequently have to 
preach to empty pews. A stranger ap- 
pears in the pulpit, and because his man- 
ner may not be pleasant, or because his 
style is open to criticism, or because his 
talents may be underrated, you forsake 
the church to which you belong, and 
silently indeed, but most uncourteously, 
tell him you would rather he would re- 
main in his own parish. Brethren, I 
speak I trust to my friends, and there- 
fore I speak the more plainly. Clergy- 
men have sensibility as wellas other men, 
and you wound it most severely by such 
keen, though they be silent reproofs. 

“What though he who comes before 
you, be in your estimation of inferior 
abilities? He offers the same devotions 
that the most learned and popular 
would offer. He has perhaps kept his 
Jamp burning till midnight, that he 
might produce something to edify and 
interest you; and you reward his toil, 
his study, his well-meant intentions, by 
a refusal to listen to him. Make this 
case vour own, and ask yourselves whe- 
ther, if the stranger were your relative 
or particular friend, you would thus 
treat him, or should be pleased to see 
others thus treat him. But the effect of 
such unkindness extends also to your pas- 
tor. He inthe end becomes the sufferer 
by it. Often it would both suit his conye- 
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nience and benefit his health to have an 
interchange of services with some of his 
brethren. But how can he with decency 
make the proposition to any one to 
whom such marked disrespect had been 
shown’? Such conduct is moreover, a 
reflection upon yourselves. It betrays 
a want of consistency of character and 
stability of mind. It looks too much as 
if your attachment was not to the church 
and its principles, and its evangelical 
liturgy, but to your minister personally. 
Believe it, much rather would your minis- 
ter that you left your places here vacant 
when he, and not when a stranger offi- 
ciates for you. 

“Each member of the congregation 
may promote the prosperity of the 
Church, by zealously co-operating with 
their minister; by sanctioning by their 
adoption of them, and by using their in- 
fluence to have general attention paid 
to those plans of instruction and spiritual 
improvement which he may propose to 
them. Inthe whole range of his labours; 
of all the care which comes upon him; of 
the many privations to which he must 
submit; of the mortifications which he 
must experience; nothing affects him 
more sensibly, nothing has a tendency 
more to paralyze his exertions and tempt 
him to intermit his zeal, than that want 
of union of effort, that want of hearty 
concurrence, and of a willingness to be- 
come fellow-workers with him, which it 
not unfrequently happens, he beholds in 
those whom he is endeavouring to pre- 
pare for Heaven. It is when such cases 
occur, that he is inclined to think he has 
not the affections of his people; that his 
day of usefulness, among them, has gone 
by; that they are not tender of his feel- 
ings, that they have not the good of the 
church at heart.” 


Here our author arrives at the sub- 
ject of Mr. Montgomery’s discourse 
on “the decency and order of divine 
worship’’; asermon, which, although 
it descends to what some may consi- 
der, but trifling particulars, we should 
be glad to have widely distributed 
among the members of our congre- 
gations. Its first topic is, “the de- 
vout union of minister and people, 
in the prayers of the sanctuary.”— 
After some remarks upon the anti- 
quity of responses in the worship of 
God, we meet some just and feeling 
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passages, expressive of the negli- 
gent manner in which these delight- 
ful and most devotional characteris- 
tics of our liturgy, are attended to. 
Here we heartily join in the senti- 
ments of the preacher: and as we 
desire the horour and welfare of our 
Church, and would enjoy the excel- 
lence of her service; would do all in 
our power to obtain a more becom- 
ing observance. 


“My brethren, your preacher is free to 
confess his great solicitude upon this 
subject, and is sure that were the prac- 
tice here reprehended; were the appar- 
ent listlessness and indifference, to which 
it gives birth, to be visited as painfully 
to your feelings as it sometimes is to his 
own, there would be a general determi- 
nation and effort to comply more ade- 
quately with the requisitions of the 
church, He feels anxious to rescue the 
worship of this sanctuary from the re- 
proach which a stranger to her institu. 
tions would assuredly cast upon her, and 
very justly too, who casually entering in 
among us, while engaged inthe solemn 
act of prayer, suppose the general con- 
fession, should observe this most impres- 
sive part of our service, confined almost 
entirely to the minister and the clerk; 
would it not strike him as irrational and 
absurd, that there should be two persons 
employed simultaneously in offering 
up the prayers of the congregation, 
with scarcely any perceptible evidence 
of the participation of the people, with 
one more than with the other? Instead 
of the effect which the Apostie, not far 
before our text, had said would be pro- 
duced upon such a person, by an orderly 
and devout performance of the service, 
his falling down on his face, worshipping 
God, and reporting that God is in us of a 
truth,would he not rather depart from us 
with unfavourable impressions, and, as 
was said in reference to the abuse the 
Apostle had condemned, say that we 
were mad?” 


We would here suggest, whether 
much of the fault complained of, has 
not arisen from the use of Clerks, 
and whether the general disuse of 
this appendage, which, to many, is 
very unpleasant, would not prove in 


a littl while, a material benefit to | 
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the congregations in which it is at 
present found? 

The next topic is “the becoming 
posture to be observed in the cele- 
bration of divine worship.” Our 
preacher’s remarks are good on this 
head, so far as they go; but we would 
have had him, since he did under- 
take a sermon exclusively upon the 
decencies of worship, to enter tho- 
roughly into all the ferticudere of 
his subject. General observations 
will not answer here: we must go 
down into the pews; the unbecom- 
ing postures the people assume, 
must be pointed at and severally ex- 
posed, and we must contest the mat- 
ter in their very midst. The pos- 
ture of sitting during prayer, which 
so many adopt, who are too devout 
to stand, but not devout enough to 
kneel; but which, in reality, is much 
more to be reprobated than standing: 
and that pretence of kneeling so of 
ten practised, a mongrel of sitting 
and kneeling, and which indeed the 
structure of the pews in some chur- 
ches, seems not only intended to 
encourage, but positively to force; 
are features in the worship of Epis- 
copal congregations, which we can- 
not too much away with, 

The concluding remarks of this 
discourse, are upon the proper de- 
portment “on our entrance into, and 
our defarture from, the sanctuary.” 


“These principles are particularly ap- 
plicable to our entrance into the sanctu- 
ary, upen occasions of worship, Then, 
especially, should we be possessed with 
a sense of the presence of that great 
Being, who, though he hath heaven for 
his throne and earth for his footstool, 
and dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands, yet has promised his especial 
presence, wherever two or three of his 
faithful servants are met together in his 
name and fear. Imbued with such a 
sentiment, we could not but enter the 
courts of the Lord with profound and 
tremulous reverence. All levity and 
mirth, and thoughtless converse would 
be banished. We would be, especially 
careful, not to disturb the congregation 
by onr unseasonable entrance. Inteat 
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upon the momentous concern upon 
which we have come up to the temple, 
we would, before taking our seat, fall 
low on our knees and humbly implore 
the divine blessing on the sacred exer 
cises; that with meek heart and due re- 
verence we may receive God’s holy 
word, and that it may be applied by the 
Holy Spirit to our hearts, and bring 
forth in us the fruit of holy living. 

It were to be wished, my brethren, 
that this salutary practice were more 

neral, It is certainly, not the least 
important and useful of the observances 
of our discipline. It has, | know, ex- 
torted the admiration of the pious of 
other communions, who could no: re- 
concile with their sense of propriety, 
the indifferent and unhallowed way in 
which too many are accustomed to en- 
ter upon the worship of the Most High. 

The indulgence of any unnecessary 
convesse, during the progress of wor- 
ship, is so glaringly incorrect, that no- 
thing need be said to expose it. 

I shall, therefore, conclude by beg- 

ing you to apply the principles laid 
» ol in reference to the entrance into 
the sanctuary, to your deportment whilc 
in it. 

At the conclusion of the service the 
same principles ought to come home to 
us with augmented weight. For we 
shall have been worshipping in vain, if 
our feelings have not been more solem- 
nized and impressed by the sacred ex- 
ercises in which we have been engaged. 
We should, also, religiously abstain from 
entering into ordinary conversation while 
within the sacred inclosure After the 
blessing has been pronounced, let a so- 
lemn pause attest both the heartfelt im- 
pression we have derived from the holy 
exercise in which we have been engag- 
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| ed, and our earnest supplication, that it 
‘may be visited with heavenly influences 
to our souls. Nothing can be more in- 
congruous with the occasion, nor more 
| offensive to the devout worshipper, 
than that thoughtless and ungodly haste 
_which some exhibit to leave the house 
| of prayer. 
if the solemnity of their own feelings 
should not prompt the observance which 
is earnestly recommended to you—let 
them be influenced by a principle of 
courtesy and respect to the ministering 
servant of God, and to the more devout 
worshippers, whose private aspirations 
to the throne of grace cannot but be 
tharred and interrupted by the unsea- 
‘sonable converse, and the premature 
rush which are too gencrally observa- 
ble; and who, therefore, have a right 
to expec! a sufficient pause for the de- 
cent and satisfactory performance of this 
duty.” 
let our readers remark what is 
said above, upon the ‘solemn pause’ 





at the end of public worship. As 
‘here is scarcely any thing in the 
exterior of our services, more im- 
»ressive than the stillness which in 
some congregations, is almost uni- 
versally observed while the people 
are silently offering up, each for 
himself, a short ejaculation to God, 
before they are to separate; so, few 
things of its kind, are more painful, 
than the sudden burst of doors and 
rush of people, the moment the bles- 
sing is pronounced, as if all were 
just relieved from an imprisonment, 
and were breathless, like children 
at schvol, to be the first at their play. 
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DECLINE OF POPERY, 
The following interesting infor- 
mation, was extracted from the 


London Statesman, Sept. 23, 1823. 
The Archives du Christiansme, 
a periodical work published in Paris, 


l] contains the extraordinary intelli- 
gence, that on the sixth of April last, 
M. Henhoffer, the Roman Catholic 
Rector of the parishes of Mullisau- 
sen and Steyneyg, in the Duchy of 








Baden in Germany, with the Baron 
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de Gimmingen, bis household and } 


forty other families, making in all 
£20 persons, publicly embraced the 
Reformed Religion, in the Seigno- 
rial Chapel in Steyneyg; after which 
the adults received the Holy Com- 
munion, according to the rites of the 
Protestant Church. The affecting 
ceremony took place in a Roman 
Catholic country, in the midst of a 
vast assemblage of personages of 
different religious denominations, 
without the smallest interruption or 
disorder. 


In a late English publication, we find 


the following more particular relation of 


the circumstances connected with the 
above. 


CONVERSION OF ROMAN CATHO.- 
LICS, 

A village called Mulhaused, in 
the Grand Duchy of Baden, con- 
sisting of about sixty families of 
three hundred souls, was, at the 
commencement of the last year, en- 
tirely Catholic. At the present 
moment, forty-eight of these fami- 
lies, or four-fifths of the population, 
are Protestants, and the greater part 
of the remaining fifth are expected 
to join their former co-worshippers. 
The following is the manner in 
which this surprising change has 
been effected. The Cure of the 
village was a man of remarkable 
good sense, and great assiduity in 
his pastoral duties, esteemed for 
his Christian virtues, and admired 
for his learning and moderation. In 
his sermons to his flock, he endea- 
voured more to impress on their 
minds the general truths of the 
Christian system, than the particu- 
lar dogmas of the Catholic church. 
Above all, he inculcated the use- 
lessness of observing external rites 
and ceremonies to the exclusion or 
neglect of internal piety. Charity, 
justice, and all the moral and sociai 
duties, were more frequently on his 
lips, than the virtues of masses, the 
power of relics, or the pains of pur- 
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gatory. This conduct did not suit 
the vicar-general of his diocess. 
The Cure was summoned into his 
presence, reproached for bis laxness 
and moderation, and desired hence- 
forth to evince more Catholic zeal, 
or to leave bis cure. The good 
man returned to his village undis- 
mayed by the menaces of his eccle- 
siastical superior. He called his 
flock together with the seigneur of 
the village at their head, and having 
recapitulated both the doctrines 
which he had preached, and those 
which the vicar-general required 
him to adopt, he assured them that 
his conscience would not allow him 
to change his system, but that he 
would continue to be their pastor as 
heretofore, if they followed him in 
the old course, and protested against 
the superstitious bigotry which was 
attempted to be enforced. The 
seigneur, and upwards of forty fami- 
lies, immediately joined him, and 
forever separated themselves from 
the Catholic communion. A peti- 
tion was sent to the government to 
appoint another Cure for those who 
continued Catholics, but it is now 
supposed that the expense may be 
spared, as they are rapidly uniting 
themselves to the congregation of 
their old pastor. If the Inquisition 
had existed in Baden, this curate 
and his flock would have been con- 
demned to an Auto-de-fe! 
{London Baptist Magazine. 


Note.—The Grand Duchy of Baden 
contains 1,000,000 inhabitants, of whom 
600,000 are Catholics, and the remainder 
Lutherans and Calvinists. The Grand 
Duke is a Lutheran.—[. Y. Observer. 


CATHOLIC RELIGION IN MALTA. 

Rev. Messrs. Bird and Goodell, 
in a letter to Rev. Dr. M’Cauley of 
New-York, give a most melancholy 
account of the religious state of the 
Catholics in Malta. The number 
if churches on the island is between 
20 and 30, and according to the es- 
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timation of some, the priests com- 

se one-thirtieth part of the inhab- 
loots, and of others, one-fifteenth 
part. This numerous class appear, 
so far as our missionaries have been 
acquainted with them, entirely des- 
titute of any solemn sense of the 
sacredness of the ministcrial office 
—in the midst of their religious 
services, even those accounted the 
most solemn, they are secn to con- 
duct with the most unbecoming 
levity, smiling among themselves 
like children; and at the solemn 
procéssion at the anniversary of the 
crucifixion, passing their jests in the 
face of the multitude. The Catho- 
lic inhabitants, too, are such as we 
might expect to find under the con- 
trol and direction of such guides. 
They are extremely ignorant, the 

riests being careful to keep all re- 
igious Tracts and the Bible out of 
their hands. The following is giv- 
en a8 an example of this ignorance. 
“A man much above the middle 
rank was lately conversing about 
Jerusalem, and asked very soberly 
and sincerely, whether the sepul- 
chre and Sones of our Saviour were 
still to be found there.” The priests 
have lately made attempts to injure 
the Bible Society, and prevent the 
circulation of that book which they 
call accursed, and the book of the 
devil! The Government has been 
obliged to listen to their complaints, 
and to refer the subject to England. 
A decision however is confidently 
expected, which will promote rath- 
er than hinder the good cause. 

[VL H. Repository. 


From the Boston Missionary Herald. 
PALESTINE MISSION. 
Journey of Messrs. Fisk and King from 
Cairo to Jerusalem, through the Desert. 
(coNTINUED FROM PAGE 307.} 
Approach to Jerusalem. 

Friday 25.—At half past 5 we 
set out for Jerusalem, comforted 
with the hope that this was the last 
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day of our journey. At 8 we cros- 
sed a hill, and then entered a valley, 
which we were half an hour in pas- 
sing. Soon after this, we came a- 
mong the mountains. Here we 
saw, ata distance, a camp of Be- 
douins. As soon as they saw us, 
one of their horsemen rode on swift- 
ly, as if to interrupt our path. He 
camné into the road before us, halt- 
ed, and looked at us again, and then 
rode off. Had we been Rayahs, (i. 
e. Christian subjects of the Grand 
Signor,) he would not probably have 
left us without money. 

| A little past noon they came to 
a village which Chateaubriand calls 
the village of Jeremiah. A little 
way from it was a pure stream of 
water flowing out of a rock, where 
they stopped to quench their thirst, 
and eat some bread and fruit. | 

Thence we pursued our journey 
over a road impassable for camels, 
and very difficult for mules and as- 
ses. After crossing a high moun- 
tain, we passed through a deep val- 
ley, where is a small village called 
Kaloona. The mountains here are 
of a peculiar formation. They seem 
almost as if built by the hand of 
man, and rise gradually, step by 
step, like pyramids. Each step, 
however, is so fastened into the 
“}verlasting Hills,” as to show you 
that it was placed there by the hand 
of Him, who existed “before the 
mountains were brought forth.” 
On these steps, which are some- 
times three or four rods wide, and 
sometimes only a few feet, you see 
soil which produces shrubs, and, 
when cultivated, vines, figs, and 
olives. The country continued the 
same till we were within haif an 
hour of Jerusalem, when ali at once 
Mount Olivet and the Holy City 
opened to our view. Thus it is of- 


ten with the last hours of the Chris- 
tian. He is obliged to pass overa 
rough and wearisome way, where 
ne is continually exposed to the at- 
tacks ef enemies, till near the close 
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of life.—till his feet are about to 
stand within the gates of the New 
Jerusalem, and then he is favoured 
with some bright visions of the 
place he is soon to enter. 

They enter the Holy City. 

With feelings not easily describ- 
ed, about four o’clock, we entered 
Jerusalem. The scenes and events 
of 4,000 years seemed to rush up- 
on our minds; events in which Hea- 
ven and Earth, and Hell, had felt 
the deepest interest. This was the 
place selected by the Almighty for 
his dwelling, and here his glory was 
rendered visible, This was the 
“pertection of beauty” and the “glo- 
ry of all lands.” Here David sat 
and tuned his harp, and sung the 
praises of Jehovah. Hither the 
tribes came up to worship. Here 
enraptured prophets saw bright vi- 
sions of the world above, and receiv- 
ed inessages from on high for guilty 
man. Here our Lord and Saviour 
came in the form of a servant, and 
groaned, and wept, and poured out 
his soul unto death, to redeem us 
from sin, and save us from the pains 
of hell. Here too, the wrath of an 
incensed God has been poured out 


upon his chosen people, and has | 


laid waste his heritage. 

[ Messrs. l'isk and King took lodg- 
ings in a Greek convent, called the 
convent of St. Michael, the Arch- 
angel, situate but a little distance 
from the place where it is supposed 
the Lord Jesus was crucified. Their 
windows looked out upon the Mount 
of Olives, from whence he ascended 
to glory, and where he commanded 
his disciples to “go into all the world, 
and to preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” Mr. Wolff took lodg- 
ings with his brethren the Jews. 

{The first part of their journal 
concludes with the following request 
to their brethren and patrons in this 
favoured land, which will draw forth 
many prayers in their behalf, to Him 
who heareth prayer, and whose eye, 
doubtless, hath never been regard- 


me 
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less of the interesting land in which 
they now dwell. | 


Christian Brethren in America! 
—Pray for us, that the word of the 
Lord may have free course and be 
glorified, even as it is with you; and 
that we may be delivered from un- 
reasonable and wicked men; for all 
men have not faith. 


Description of Jerusulem by Messrs, Fisk 
and King. 

Jerusalem appears, in a gous 
view, to be situate on the side of a 
mountain, descending towards the 
east, where it is divided from Mount 
Olivet by the valley of Cedron, The 
summit of the mountain is consider- 
ably Ligher than the city, so that in 
coming from Jaffa you arrive near 
Jerusalem betore you see it, 

On a nearer view of the city, you 
perceive that it is built on several 
hills, viz. Zion at the south-west part, 
‘Calvary at the north-west, Moriah at 
the south-east, and Bezetha at the 
north-east, 

The south wall passes over Mount 
Zion, near its summit, so that a 
great part of the hill is without the 
city. South of the hill is the deep 
valley of the son of Hinnom; the 
same valley turning north, bounds 
Zion likewise on the west, The val- 
lies which separate it in the city 
from Calvary on the north, and Acra 
on the north-east, are not deep. Mo- 
riah has on the east the deep valley 
of Cedron. On the south of it, 
without the city, is a little elevation, 
which is marked on D’Anville’s ma 
as Ophel; thence the descent 1s 
steep, till you come to the fountain 
of Siloah. The valleys north and 
west of Moriah at present are nat 
very deep. Calvary was perhaps 
only a small elevation on a greater 
hill, which is now the northewest part 
of the city; but the name is now gi- 
ven to the whole hill. Begetha is 
separated from Calvary by a wide 
valley; and the east of Calvary is 





the dividing valley between Moriah 
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and Bezetha, in which is the pool of 
Bethesda. 

We have viewed Jerusalem from 
different stations, have walked a- 
round it and within it, and have 
stood on the Mount o! Olives with 
Josephus’s description of it in our 
hands, trying to discover the hills 
and valleys as laid down by him 
near 1800 years ago; and after all 
our research we compare Jerusa- 
lem to a beautiful person, whom we 
have not seen for many years, and 
who has passed through a great va- 
riety of changes and misfortunes, 
which have caused the rose on her 
cheeks to fade, her flesh to con- 
suine away, and her skin to become 
dry and withered, and have covered 
her face with the wrinkles of age; 
but who still retains some general 
features, by which we recognise her 
as the person, who uscd to be the 
delight of the circle in which she 


moved. Such is the present ap- | E 
then included, and the city seems 


pearance of this Holy City, which 
was once “the perfection of beauty, 
the joy of the whole earth,” 
Jerusalem, as to general form, 
may be calied a square, or rather a 
rhomboid, for the north-east and 
south-west angles are acute, and the 
north-wesi and south-east are obtuse. 
Near the bend on the west side is 
Jaffa gate, called also, the gate of 
Bethlehem, and the Pilgrims’ gate 
and Bab el Khaoleel (the gate of the 
Beloved i. e. Abraham.) On the 
south side is the gate of Zion, called 
also, the gate of David. On the east 
side, near the pool of Bethesda, is 
the gate of Stephen, called likewise 
the Sheep gate and the gate of the 
Virgin Mary. On the west side, be- 
tween Calvary & Bezetha, is Damas- 
cus gate. These four are the prin- 
cipal gates of the city, and are al- 
ways open from morning to sunset. 


We measured the city by paces, and 
the following is the result: 
From the N. W. corner, 

to Jaffa gate, 300 
to S. W. corner, 468 


Paces. 
¢ 768 W. side 
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to Zion Gate, - - - 195 
to the bend in the 8. wall, 295 
to the gate of Mogrebbins, 244 
to the S. E.corner, - + 415 


South side, 1149 





to the Golden Gate, - 353 
to Stephen’s Gate, - - 230 
to N. E. cornet, - - - 360 
East side, 945 
to Herod’s Gate, - + - 359 
tothe bend, - - - - 550 
to Damascus Gate, - - 150 
to N. W. corner, - - ~- 660 





North side, 1419 


The total is 4279 paces, and al- 
lowing five paces to a rod, this gives 
856 rods, or about two miles and 
two-thirds, for the circumference of 
the city. Maundrel measured the 
city, and judged it to be two miles 
and a half in circumference. Ac- 
cording to Josephus, it was 33 fur- 
longs in circumference before Ti- 
tus destroyed it. Mount Zion was 


from his description to have exten- 
ded further north than it does 
now.—The wall of the city is high, 
but not thick. From counting the 
rows of stones we suppose the height 
in different places to be 40, 50, and 
perhaps 60 feet. There is a castle, 
with two towers, on the west side, a 
little south of Jaffa gate, to which 
travellers have given the name of 
the Pisan’s tower. For a little dis- 
tance, near the north east corner, 
there is a trench without the wall, 
but now nearly filled up 

In regard to the population of 
Jerusalem, the following estimate 
seems to us as probably correct as 
any one we have heard, viz. 





Musselmans, - - 10,000 
Jews, - - - - 6,000 
Greeks : - - 2,000 
Catholics, . - 1,500 
Armenians, - - - 500 
Total, - + - 20,000 


The Jews themselves say, that 
they have only 600 families of Se- 
phartim or Spanish Jews and 25 
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families of Ashkenasim, or Polish 
Jews. But some think the Jews 
more numerous than the Mussel- 
men. They occupy, however, a 
much smaller part of the city, than 
the Turks and Arabs. The Arme- 
nians live in and around their con- 
vent on Mount Zion; the Greeks 
and Catholics have their convents 
and houses on Mount Calvary.— 
The Turks and Arabs occupy Be- 
zetha, and all the eastern part of the 
city, and have scattered dwellings 
in every quarter. The Jews live in 
the dust between Zion and Moriah. 
The whole area of the ancient Jew- 
ish Temple on Moriah, which now 
encloses the Mosque of Omar, is 
walled in, and none but Musselmen 
are allowed to enter it on pain of 
death. In and near it are four mi- 
narets. There are two others on 
Bezetha, one on Acra, one on Zion 
and two on Calvary, placed on op- 
posite sides of the Holy Sepulchre, 
hike the two thieves on the right and 
left of our Lord. 

The Jews have a number of syn- 
agogues, all connected together in 
the quarter where they live. The 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
stands on Calvary. The Catholics 
have one convent on the same moup- 
tain. The Greeks have twelve here, 
and one near Zion gate. The Ar- 
menians have three convents on 
Mount Zion, a large one and a smaii 
one in the city, and another a little 
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without Zion gate, where, it is be- 
lieved, stood the house of Caiaphas, 
where Jesus was arraigned, and 
where Peter denied him. The 
Copts, Syrians, and Abysinians have 
ilso each a small convent. The 
houses are of stone, most of them 
low and irregular, with flat roofs or 
terraces, in the middle of which usu- 
ally rses a small dome. The win- 
dows are small, and those toward 
the street have usually strong iron 
grates for defence, and then fine 
wooden grates to prevent the wo- 
men frorn being seen by those who 
pass. The streets are narrow, and 
most of them irregular. ‘There are 
but few gardens in the city. 

Jerusalem is seen to best advan. 
tage from Mount Olivet. We how- 
ever see most of the city from the 
terrace of the convent where we 
lodge. The temple is seen to the 
best advantage from the terrace of 
the Governor’s house. Here you 
see not a single mosque, but a col- 
lecion of mosques and oratories. 
The two principal buildings are call- 
ed el-Aksa and el-Sahhara. A- 
round them the vacant area is co- 
vered with green grass, interspersed 
with paved walks and trees, which 
furnish an agreeable shade to the 
loitering Turk. Ali Bey has given 
a good description of the Temple, 
and its various buildings, and of the 
foolish opinions of the Turks con- 
cerning them. 








Domestic Intelligence. 


a — 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
The American Colonization Soci- 
ety held its seventh annual meeting 
at the Supreme Court Room, in the 
Capitol, on Friday evening, 20th of 
February, 1824. 


[Weare greatly obliged to Mr. A. J. 
Stansbury, Reporter of the House of Re- 
presentatives, for the following account 
of the proceedings on this occasion. } 


After the Hon. Bushrod Wash- 
ington had taken the chair, the Re- 
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port of the Board was read by Mr. 
Gurley. 

Gen. Robert Goodloe Harper 
then rose and offered the following 
resolution, which was unanimously 
adonted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the So- 
ciety be presented to the Board of Man- 

rs, for their active and successful at- 
tention to the affairs of the Society con- 
fided to their care, the prudence, steadi- 
ness, and diligence, displayed by them 
in all their operations, and their very 
able and satisfactory Report laid before 
this meeting. 

General Harper then rose and 
addressed the meeting to the fol- 
lowing effect: 

Mr. President,—I will now call 
the attention of the Society toa mat- 
ter of some, though not, perhaps, of 
very great importance. It is to a 
proposition for giving a name to our 
African Colony. Names are, at all 
times, matters of convenience, and 
some times ofadvantage. Our Colo- 
ny has at present no name. It is 
situated, indeed, near a cape called 
Montserado, and has hitherto taken 
its only designation from this cir- 
cumstance; but that is a name not 
appropriate to its object, aname that 
means nothing. In reflecting on 
this circumstance, I have thought 
of a name that is peculiar, short, and 
familiar, and that expresses the ob- 
ject and nature of the establishment 
—it is the term Liseria; and de- 
notes a settlement of persons made 
Sree: for our Colony may with truth 
be called the home and country of 
freedmen, in contradistinction to the 
slaves of which they once formed a 
part. This name, if I mistake not, 
will be found easy and apt; and it 
certainly has the merit of being very 
conc se. 

General Harper then submitted 
the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the Territory and set- 
tlement of the Society, near Cape Mont- 
serado, on the south-west coast of Africa, 
be, and hereby is, named LIBERIA ; by 
which name it shall be called and known 
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in all the acts and writings of the Socie- 
ty and its agents. 

General Harper again rose and 
said, 

I wil! now offer another resolution 
of 4 similar character, but with a 
different object. It is not only to 
give a name to the principal town 
in our infant settlement, but at the 
same time tou mark the gratitude of 
this Socicty to that venerable and 
distingu shed individual, to whom it 
is more indebted than to any single 
man. It is perfectly well known, 
that but for the favourable use he 
has been pleased to make of the 
great powers confided to him, (a 
use as wise as it was liberal,) all our 
attempts and efforts must have been 
unavailing; no means that we pos- 
sessed, or could have procured, 
would have proved adequate with- 
As an acknowledgment 
of gratitude for his high and useful 
services, | make the following mo- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the town laid out and 
established at Liberia, shall, in like man- 
ner, be called and known by the name 
of MONROVIA, as an acknowledgment 
of the important benefits conferred on 
the settlement by the present illustrious 


_ Chief Magistrate of the United States. 


General Harper then rose and 
addressed the Society in an able and 
interesting speech; of which the fol- 
lowing very imperfect outline has 
been preserved : 

I have now a proposition to sub- 
mit of more important import, and 
perhaps, of more doubtful charac- 
ter; (1 do not mean in my opinion,) 
for of its propriety I entertain no 
doubt; but in the opinion of others. 

I hold it perfectly clear, from 
what has come to my knowledge of 
the progress of this, and all similar 
establishments, that no means with- 
in the possession of this or of any 
other private association, are ade- 
quate to the attainment of those ob- 
jects which such an association 
ought to hold in view. What are 


these objects? They are in the first 





























place to aid ourselves, by relieving 
us from a species of population preg- 
nant with future danger and present 
inconvenience; to advance the inter- 
ests of the United States by remov- 
ing a great public evil; to promote 
the benefit of the individuals remov- 
ed, as well as of those of the same 
race that yet remain; and finally, to 
benefit Africa by spreading the 
blessings of knowledge and freedom 
on a continent that now contains 150 
millions of people, plunged in all 
the degradation of idolatry, super- 
stition, and ignorance. All these 
objects are embraced in the vast en- 
terprise in which we have engaged. 
To attain these ends, to confer on 
the sons of Africa and on Africa 
herself, blessings so great, so valua- 
ble as these, requires means beyond 
the reach of any private individuals 
to command; all we have yet done, 
all we can expect to do is merely to 
pave the way, to point out the track; 
and in accomplishing this, we have 
derived the most essential aid from 
the chiefexecutive Officer of the Uni- 
on. These efforts of the Society have 
shown that it is practicable to trans- 
plant Africans from our shores to 
those of their native continent, and 
that when thus transferred, they are 
capable of enjoying freedom, civili- 
zation and christianity. A few hun- 
dreds, at the utmost a thousand co- 
lonists, might be within the reach of 
our efforts: by such an experiment 
we shall demonstrate this, and essen- 
tially benefit the individuals; but far- 
ther we cannot, by our own exer- 
tions, hope to go. 

In the mean while, there exists 
among us a great social evil; a can- 
cer on the body politic, that is grad- 
ually eating its way to the vitals of the 
state :—It is at work while we sleep 
and when we wake—and it will con- 
tinue, if not speedily arrested, to per- 
vade and corrode, till at length it 
has destroyed the entire mass of our 
social strength and happiness. It 
can’t be touched by us; it needs a 





AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 





not great calamity. 


343 


far mightier hand. The removal of 
a few thousand individuals will, in 
an evil of such magnitude, produce 
bat little effect—it will not even ma- 
terially benefit this class of popula- 
tion themselves; for it consists of 
more than a million and a half of 
persons—and though 3 or 400,000 
already free should be removed, the 
great political mischief among us 
would be but slightly affected. And 
though the benefits derived to Afri- 
ca trom such an increase of the Co- 
lony would not be unimportant, yet 
would they be small in comparison 
with these which the country may 
expect, from the complete eradica- 
tion of this evil. 

How then is that more extensive 
operation which alone can complete 
the scope of our design to be ulti- 
mately, or ever accomplished? How 
is this vast mass of a vicious popula- 
tion to be safely withdrawn from us, 
and with justice to those more im- 
mediately interested in their present 
condition? Their removal must 
have three qualilying circumstances, 
First, it must be graduai, for if at- 
tempted suddenly, a void would be 
occasioned by the precipitate sub- 
duction of so great an amount of ef- 
fective labour, that would threaten 
the most serious inconvenience, if 
In the second 


place, it must be done with their 


own consent; tor to think of doing 


it without, seems equally against 
| reason, justice, and the dictates of 





religion, And in the third place, it 
must be done with the consent of 
those who have an interest in theit 
labour—to no other idea would I 
ever yield my approbation or con- 
sent. Now, to accomplish the ob- 
ject we desire on the three condi- 
tions I have stated, most evidently 
requires national means. These 
means ought to be applied; the ob- 
ject is national, in its character, and 
in its consequences. 

If a hostile army threatened to in- 


'vade any portion of these United 
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States, would it not afford a legiti 
mate employment for the army and 
the flect?’ Whether it were New 
Orleans or Eastport that were 
threatened, would make no differ- 
ence in the question; the object would 
still be national, and the national force 
would be called forth to meet it. 
I ask then whether the existence 
itseli, of one or more of the States, 
is not a national object?’ And whe- 
ther an evil threatening that exis- 
tence is not a national evil? I need 
not prove it—to those who reflect at 
all, it cannot but be self-evident. To 
the national government then let us 
address ourselves. The object on 
which we address them is national 
in its magnitude, as weil as in its 
consequences, both for good and 
evil—(chiefly for evil.) To have ap- 
plied betore, would have been pre- 
mature—to such an application it 
might, and probably would have 
been replied: “Show us that your 
object is feasible; convince us that 
the thing can be done,” and such an 
answer would, I think, have been a 
wise and solid one. But now it can- 
not be made. The thing not only 
can be done, but has been done. A 
colony is actually established, in a 
healthy situation, peace has been 
secured; the means of supply and 
of sustenance are provided; all is 
done that needs to be done to com- 
plete the experiment, and to prove 
the practicability of the plan propos- 
ed. Now we can go to the govern- 
ment with solid argument to sup- 
port us, and appeai to their good 


. sense as well as to their patriotism. 


General Harper then submitted 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a respectful memorial 
be presented to Congress, on the part 
of this Society, stating the progress that 
has been made in establishing a colony 
of free people of colour at Liberia, on 
the south-west coast of Africa, the diffi- 
culties that have been surmounted in 
the progress of this establishment, its 
present situation, its prospects of ulti- 
mate success, and the benefits which it 
may be expected to produce; and pray- 
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ing for aid from the national govern. 
ment, in the further prosecution of this 
t national undertaking. 

General Charles Fenton Mercer 
rose in reply. 

He had listened, he said, with 
great pleasure to the remarks of 
his eloquent friend; and he did not 
now rise for the purpose of oppos- 
ing the adoption of the resolution he 
had proposed to the Society, but 
only to remark on some of the in- 
troductory observations by which 
he had supported it. Ata former 
meeting of the Society in this city, 
a resolution had been brought for- 
ward of a similar kind. I doubted, 
seid General M. its policy at that 
time, on a belief that our affairs 
were not yet ripe for such a mea- 
sure. At the first organization of 
the Society, its sanguine friends 
were agreed in the opinion, that its 
success inust depend chiefly on pub- 
lic opinion. The advocates of the 
plan might be charged with enthu- 
siasm, which, in matters either of 
religion or of liberty, is apt to make 
men ready to believe almost what- 
ever they wished, and to anticipate 
success as if it were to be produced 
by miracles. To repel this idea, it 
was agreed by all that the steps of 
the Society must be marked with 
the utmost caution and prudence; 
that in its acts might be found the 
best and most convenient answer to 
such an objection. It is now but 
seven years since the enterprise has 
assumed a public form, though it 
is as much as twenty years since in 
my parent state such a measure was 
first suggested. It was then dis- 
cussed in secret council, and revolv- 
ed only in the inmost meditations of 
a few distinguished men. Seven 
years ago the intelligence of the 
fact that such a plan was maturing, 
broke in upon my own mind, and 
brougit with it the first ray of light 
upon a subject which it had been 
long and deeply, but almost hope- 
lessly, pondering. After contem- 
plating the evil in every various 
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int of view, the result was that 
it was irremediable. This plan 


brought to me the first gleam of | 


hope. It was not without difficulty 


that the Virginia Legislature deter- | 


mined to make public those coun- 
cils; and since the promulgation of 
them the plan had had to encounter 
the most serious difficulties in pub- 
lic opinion. Nor is this at all sur- 
prising. The plan itself is imper- 
fectly known or understood; in those 
parts of the Union remote from the 
slave holding states, we have few 
auxiliary societies, and the subject 
is little discussed. And though our 
progress has been more rapid of 
late, even now the means we pos- 
sess, when compared with the po- 
pulation on which an _ influence 
has been attempted, are small, and 
I apprehend that we overrate the 
amount of our moral influence in 
socicty, when we indulge the sup- 
position that our system is at pre- 
sent ripe for the measure proposed. 
We shall still be met with the charge 
of enthusiasm; and the objection 
has already been expressed by a 
Senator of the United States, that 
our object is grasped by feeble 
hands, wholly inadequate to sustain 
or to wield it. The objection is va- 
lid, if we alone are to make the at- 
tempt, or if it is to be attempted at 
all without the strength of the whole 
republic. And the question now 
presented is, whether we have so far 
conciliated public opinion as to ren- 
der it safe to make an appeal to the 
government; ours is emphatically a 
government of public opinion. We 
shall have to encounter that reluc- 
tance which is always felt towards 
embarking in new and untried en- 
terprises: our effort contemplates 
great objects; it looks at the coloni- 
zation of those who go from our own 
shores, and the civilization of the na- 
tive Africans. Reason shrinks ap- 
palled at the magnitude of the un 
dertaking, and it will be attributed 
rather to the ardent wishes of our 
Vou. 5...N0.9—=T t 
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hearts, than the cool determination 
of our understandings, unless we 
mark our every movement with ¢x- 
treme caution. 

So far we have lost nothing, not 
even time; for while the Colony has 
been gradually making progress, we 
have been occupied in exertions in 
ourown country. If those exertions 
had so far succeeded as to bring the 
subject into discussion in every state 
of the Union, I should think we 
ought to apply to Congress with a 
hope of success; but I fear we shall 
meet with difficulties in that body 
from prejudice, from the power of 
habit, and from constitutional diffi- 
culties as to the power of appropri- 
ation. On these accounts | should 
have preferred delay, till the legisla- 
tures of the several states had 
strengthened our application by me- 
morials on the subject. 

Still however, we have obtained 
some. The Legislatures of Georgia, 
of Tennessee, of Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia, have expressed sentiments fa- 
vourable to our general object, and 
Ohio goes the full length of the re- 
solution now on the table. But this 
is only a small portion of twenty-four 
states. I am not disposed however, 
to oppose the resolution, but 1 doubt 
its policy. 

I did hope the managers would, 
ere this time, have ascertained the 
temper of the present Congress on 
this subject. If this has been done, 
and we have any reasonable hope of 
success, I should then think we had 
better present-our memorial; but I 
am unwilling that it should be pre- 
sented and fail. 

1 entirely concur with my friend 
in the encomium he has pronounced 
on our venerable Chief Magistrate 
for the firm and patriotic efforts by 
which he has advanced the design in 
which we are engaged. It is known 
to all the members of the Society, 
that $100,000 were appropriated 
three years since, and 30 or 40,000 
have been since applied to an object 
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affiliated to our design, and essenti- 
ally, though collaterally, contribut- 
ing to its advancement; the sending 
out of Agents. of the United States 
to the African coast, and the trans- 
portation of persons in the public 
ships. By these means we have ob- 
tained, in fact, all we could have ex- 
pected to obtain, had Congress de- 
cided to aid our enterprise; nor has 
this been done by any perversion of 
his powers. It has been done avow- 
edly and in good faith. The Exe- 
cutive apprized Congress of his con- 
struction of the powers confided to 
him, and that body tacitly assented to 
the construction. And I am not sure 
that it will be good policy to ask Con- 
gress for aid in a direct form, when 
we are already sure of receiving it 
from a collateral source. We may 
in the mean while, expect to receive 
aid from each of the State Legisla- 
tures, in relation to the black popula- 
tion within the bounds of each state. 

I only differ from my highly re- 
spectable friend in point of time.— 

he policy is American throughout, 
for whatever relieves the south aids 
the north; the strength of the south 
would be more available in time of 
war; and in peace, a free man is al- 
ways better thana slave. The north, 
whatever she may think, or however 
she may feel, has a deep interest in 
the emancipation and the coloniza- 
tion of the slave population of the 
southern states. I make these re- 
marks in reply to the argument of 
selfishness, which is sometimes 
brought in bar of the claims of this 
society to northern patronage; for 
we have been charged with wishing 
only to remove our free blacks, that 
we may more effectually rivet the 
chains of the slave. But the class 
we first seek to remove, are neither 
freemen nor slaves; but between 
both; and more miserable than either. 

George Washington Park Custis, 
Esq. then rose, and said that he 
would do himself the honour of se- 
conding the motion made by his hon- 
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‘ourable friend. Mr. Custis sup- 
ported the adoption of the proposed 
measure of applying for aid to the 
General Government, in a speech 
replete with impressive imagery, 
but of which our limits will admit 
us to present only a summary view, 
He observed that the early history 
of every attempt at Colvunization 
had been unilormly marked with 
disaster, as if it were the will of hea- 
ven that all great and novel enter- 
prises should be attended with diffi- 
culty in their outset, to show how 
those difficulties could sink before 
labour and virtue. The cause of 
this Society had virtue on its side; 
the object it sought to achieve was 
an act of retributive justice. The 
race it sought to benefit had been 
torn by the white man from their 
home and native land, and con- 
demned without a provocation to 
toil and servitude; and now we were 
endeavouring, by restoring to the 
land of their nativity, to remedy, so 
far as remained in our power, the 
evil of our forefathers. With such 
an object to plead for, he would go 
to the great council of the nation as 
the guardians of American liberty, 
the conservators of the public mo- 
rals: and he would tell them “You 
are the last of Republics; you boast 
that this is the seat of freedom, of 
justice, of honour, of high and mag- 
nanimous feeling. The evil we 
would remedy is none of ours, it was 
done before we were born, and it is 
left for us to undo. Lend us your 
aid to strike the fetters from the 
slave, and to spread the enjoyment of 
unfettered freedom over the whole 
of our favoured and happy land.” 
Mr. Custis then made some re- 
marks in reply to what had fallen 
from Gen. Mercer, respecting the 
prejudices which still existed in 
northern sections of the Union, in 
relation to the character and designs 
of the Society; and contended that 
it was not possible that such a feel- 





ing could long continue. 
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They have not forgotten that south- 
ern men were at their side when 
they braved the Canadian snows, 
and scaled the icy bulwarks of Que- 
bec. Then we were only confeder- 
ated states, now we are one nation, 
one family. He passed a warm 
encomium upon the northern char- 
acter, and felicitated the people of 
that part of the Union on their dis- 
tinguished blessings and happy con- 
dition. But would they not dis- 
pense these blessings? Did they 
not fee] for the condition of the south, 
$O Opposite in many respects to their 
own? Could they forget the heights 
of Cambridge, where they saw the 
hunting-shirt of the south coming up 
to their aid, and heard the voice of 
their brethren hailing the spark of 
freedom that northern hands had 
kindled, and crying out—“Go on, 
we are coming to support you!” 

Mr, Custis anticipated with exal- 
tation the results that would follow 
the success of the Society’s efforts 
in removing this wretched popula- 
tion from the American soil, and 
restoring them to the land of their 
forefathers. When the bark that 
bore them approached the African 
shore, it would not be hailed with 
such shouts as welcomed Colum- 
bus when he bore to the people of 
the Western Archipelago the em- 
blem of the cross—an emblem that 
appeared only to both nations in each 
others blood. We sent them the star 
spangled banner, that constellation 
whose rising lighted the world to 
freedom. When that banner shall 
float over their corn-clad hills and 
plains, waving in harvest, they will 
not think of Cortes or Pizarro—the 
name of America will be hailed with 
enthusiasm by millions on that vast 
continent that are now unborn. He 
called the Society to remember the 
first colonization of this country — 
A feeble little vessel bore the ad- 
venturous band, but virtue and reli- 
gion led the way; the genius of 
philosophy was perched upon the 
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helm. Now we are becomea great 
nation; should we not pity others? 

In his remarks upon the unhappy 
situation of the planters, Mr. C, said, 
that what he spoke, he spoke not 
from speculation; he brought not the 
dreams of others, but his own expe- 
rience; touching all those evils, he 
might with truth say— 

Quorum magna pare fui. 

He had lived to see, and painfully 
to feel, the errors of the system.— 
His great hope lay in the magnani- 
mity of those who were happily free 
from that system, and who, when 
they understood and became con- 
vinced of the feelings and desires of 
the men of the south for its entire 
removal, and saw a plan for that re- 
moval that presented a feasible pros- 
pect of success, would not, could 
not, refuse their aid to carry it into 
effect. The nation possessed the 
power to effect it. The Republic 
was not now feeble and panting 


' from the mighty effort of its newly 


accomplished emancipation; it had 
had time to breathe, to recruit its 
strength, to be refreshed and to pre- 
pare for new exertions in the cause 
of light and liberty, and human hap- 
piness. On the subject of this en- 
terprise, the nation has been as if in 
a deep sleep; but when a lion slept, 
it was not the time to form conjec- 
tures an his power; would you see 
his strength, you must rouse him up 
from his lare, With respect to the 
American Republic, she had only 
to awake, she had but to 
“Stretch her hand— 
She heav’d the gods of the ocean of the 
land.” 

What had she not already achieved? 
If she could only be brought to think 
upon this subject, and once to turn 
her strength to its accomplishment, 
all difficulties would vanish before 
her way. The national genius, like 


fthe tube of Herschell, will disco 


ver satellites and suns that none be- 
lieved had place within the starry 
sphere. 
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Mr. Custis urged the Society to 
persevere in its attempt upon the 
coast, undismayed by any discour- 
agements. They may destroy our 
huts; they may overwhelm us with 
numbers; our bones may be scat- 
tered on the shore, but still we must 

ersevere; still let Columbia’s flag 
seen upon the coast, so long as 
we can hold but an inch of ground. 
Though we may be again and again 
cast down, still let us rise like An- 
teous from the ground, with strength 
renewed and invigorated by every 
repulse. He said he was a late 
convert to this cause; but he had 
learned from the highest authority, 
that there was more joy over one 
that repented, than over ninety and 
nine persons who needed no repen- 
tance. He trusted the Society 
would continue its course under 
the same wise and able direction 
that had hitherto guided it. Light 
appeared in the horizon; a triumph 
was before this society such as the 
wisest man might envy, and the 
most virtuous man long to realize. 
They would triumph, not as con- 
querors, binding bleeding nations to 
their chariot wheels; but as libera- 
tors, who came not to destroy but to 
save. Their triumph would not be 
like that of Pompey for three nations 
subdued; whose train was filled with 
the groaning of captives in chains: 
their march would be surrounded 
by the songs of the grateful, the 
blessings of the free; their triumph 
would be recorded in two hemis- 
pheres, and its lasting memorial 
would be written in heaven. 
~.Gen. Harper replied, although 
his ‘very able friend was not abso- 
lutely |in opposition, he had suggest- 
ed str@ng objections, deserving se- 
rious (consideration. If we are de- 
feated Again and again in our ad- 
dresses Yo the Legislature, this 
should n@t damp our ardour, but 
ive new | courage for new attacks. 
tis not whether public opinion is 
ready for this measure, but are we 
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ready? If so, aid may be claimed 
in our behalf; let us go to the Legis- 
lature and appeal to their good 
sense, rouse their feelings, awaken 
their patriotism, soften their hearts, 
and enlighten their understandings. 

It is said there is no government 
for the colony, therefore this mea- 
sure is premature, This is a rea- 
son with me for making the appli- 
cation. The Legislature of the 
United States only can form a Go- 
vernment; I hope they will do it; 
I think they ought todo it. They 
can create what now does not 
exist. Thus far, the Government 
has been only by consent and mu- 
tual understanding: a generous as- 
sumption of authority for beneficial 
purposes. Numerous applications 
to Congress may be necessary.— 
The sooner they begin to be made, 
the sooner will they be actedon. I 
do not wish to see in Africa a colo- 
nial government, permanently at- 
tached to the United States. 1 do 
not wish for colonies to be held for 
use and made subservient: but I 
wish to see the paternal arm of au- 
thority stretched out for the protec- 
tion of this colony, until it shall be 
able to manage its own affairs, legis- 
lative, judicial, and executive. 

This state of things cannot exist 
immediately. We hope it will soon. 
The authority now required is tem- 
porary, to fit the colony for perfect 
political independence. Such au- 
thority may be exerted. How soon 
Congress may think proper to estab- 
lish a government for the colony is 
unknown: the sooner it is done the 
better. But Congress, it is said, 
will object to measures which may 
incur expense. There is in this 
body, it is said, a dread of taxation, 
and aid will be refused on the 
ground of economy. These @iffi- 
cuities are inherent in the very na- 
ture of our object. They arise 
from the character of our govern- 
ment and people. They must be 
met at some time: the sooner we 
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commence, the sooner shall we 
overcome them. If our journey is 
long, we should set out the sooner. 

It is said we must seek aid from 
the states—granted. They are cal 
led upon by the most powerful mo- 
tives to activity and energy in the 
cause. But has not the nation an 
interest in our object as well as the 
states? Let us go to all the states; 
but not exclude the national govern- 
ment. There is scope for all unit- 
ed. There is a vast national object 
to be attained. I heartily concur in 
the opinion, that we should apply to 
the states. But by addressing Con- 
gress, we shall prepare the way for 
such application. We ought to ex- 
plain our views and plan soon and 
fully; so that they may be seen and 
understood by the nation. The 
sooner and the more fully this is 
done the better; and in no way can 
it be so well done, as by an applica- 
tion to Congress, and the discus- 
sions to which it will give rise. 
Thus our light, instead of remain- 
ing hid under a bushel, will be plac- 
ed on high, and seen by the nation. 

W. Jones, Esq. made some re- 
marks concerning the difficulty of 
the subject under discussion, and 
proposed the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

Resolved, That the resolution just of- 
fered be referred to a committee of five, 
who shall be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of an immediate appli- 
cation to Congress, and the nature and 
extent of the aid to be asked for; and, 
that the said committee report the re- 
sult ef its inquiries to an adjourned 
meeting of this Society, on Friday, 5th 
March next. 

The committee appointed under 
this resolution were—Gen. R. G. 
Harper, W. Jones, Esq. Wm. H. 
Firznucu, Esq. Gen. C. F. Mer- 
cER, Gen. Joun Mason. 

On motion by G. W. P. Custis, 
Esq. 

Resolved, That this meeting consider 
the important services rendered to the 
African Colony when in circumstances 
of great distress, by Capt. Robert Traill 
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Spence, and the officers and crew of the 
U.S. ship Cyane, services which were 
performed by them at the hazard of 
their lives, as entitling them to the gra- 
titude and respect of all the friends of 
mankind. 

On motion of Gen. C. F. Men- 


CER, 

Resolved, That this meeting recom. 
mend to their friends the formation, as 
soon as practicable, of an Auxiliary State 
Society, in the principal city of each 
state in the Union, and the establish- 
ment of Societics subordinate to these, 
in each county or town of the several 
states. 

On motion of Rev. Wa. Hawney, 

Resolved, That this Society deeply 
lament the untimely death of Lieutenant 
Richard Dashiell, Commandant of the 
U.S schooner Augusta, whose piety and 
zeal in behalf of religion, and of the in- 
terest and prosperity of this Society, 
entitle his memory to be cherished with 
the most affectionate regard, by all the 
friends of this institution, 

On moti nof Rev. R. R. Gurwey, 

Resolved, That this Society is deeply 
sensible of its great obligations to Capt, 
Laing, Capt. M’Coy, Capt. Woolridge, 
Lieut. Rotheray, and those other off- 
cers in the service of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, who, during the recent contest be- 
tween the American colony and the na- 
tive tribes, contributed very important 
aid to our infant settlement. 

On motion of Rev. Lurner Rice, 

Resolved, That this meeting are truly 
sensible of the great generosity and dis- 
interestedness of Mr. R. Seton, who, in 
a time of distress, offered his services to 
the colony, and that they deeply lament 
his death. 

On motion of Rev. R. R. Gur- 
LEY, 

Resolved, That this meeting consider 
the conduct of Midshipman Gordon, and 
his brave companions, of his Britannic 
Majesty’s schooner Driver, who, when 
the colony was in a condition of great 
peril, offered their services for its de- 
fence, most of whom sacrificed their 
lives for its benefit, as most magnani- 
mous, and entitling their memory to a 
grateful, sacred, and perpetual regard. 

On motion of Gen. Joun Mason, 

Resolved, That the able services of 
Dr. Eli Ayres, the Agent of the Society 
in the African colony, have entitled him 
to the gratitude, confidence, and esteem, 
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of this meeti 
the objects it 

On motion, 

Resolwed, That the Officers of the So- 
ciety elected at the last annual meeting, 
be continued for the ensuing year. 

Resolved, That the Society now ad- 
journ, to meet again at the same place, 
on Friday, 5th March next. 

{ Report in our next.]} 


, and of all the friends of 


in view. 


REPORT OF THE STATE OF THE 
CHURCH, 

Presented to the General Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in 
May last. 

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 510.4 
Delaware. 

The Diocess of Delaware con- 
tinues nearly in the same state it 
was at the meeting of the last Gene- 
ral Convention, with the exception 
of some improvements in repairing 
and building Churches. There are 
14 Churches in this State, mostly in 
good repair. Nine of which are 
under the pastoral care of the three 
Clergymen resident in the State. 

Immanuel’s Church, at New Cas- 
tle, has been rebuilt, and ornament- 
ed with an elegant steeple. This 
was effected by the well directed 
effort of a small number of families. 
This Church was consecrated last 
fall by the Rt. Rev. Bishop White. 
St. James’s parish, near Stanton, 
are building a commodious Church; 
and some improvements have lately 
been made in some of the Churches 
in other parts of the diocess; and we 
discover an increasing desire for the 
prosperity of our venerable and a- 
postolick Church in this State: and it 
appears to us that a great and effec- 
tual door is now open in this dio- 
cess, for the most zealous labours 
of Christian Missionaries; and the 
most sanguine hopes are entertain- 
ed that one united effort will be 
made to rescue this branch of our 
venerable Church from final ruin. 
Although a gleam of hope beams 
upon the Church in this State, yet 
its condition is still deplorable, and 
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speaks to the general Church in the 
language of supplication, and seems 
to say,—Come over and help us— 
help us to rescue this once impor- 
tant part of our Church from final 
ruin. And may we not indulge the 
hope that the time is not far distant, 
when, under the blessing of the 
Great Head of the Church, the unit- 
ed efforts of the Clergy and Laity 
will produce a general reformation, 
and evangelical piety will spread its 
benign influence to every part of this 
diocess; and the primitive and inter- 
esting service of our Church be 
duly performed in every congrega- 
tion? 

There are in the State three offi- 
ciating Clergvmen, and about three 
hundred and fifty communicants.— 
The Canons and Rubrics of the 
Church are in most respects gene- 
rally observed; and there is in some 
parts of the State a growing attach- 
ment to the Liturgy of the Church. 

( To be continued. ) 


— 
EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The frequent applications of late, to 
the Board of Directors of the Education 
Society, for assistance, by young men 
desirous of entering the ministry of the 
Episcopal Church; are a source of great 
encouragement to the friends and pat- 
rons of the Society. But theyare at the 
same time, reminded that, before the 
Directors may be able to meet all the 
calls made upon them by those who are 
really deserving, an increase of means 
is indispensable. The Directors there- 
fore, appeal to their Auxiliary Societies, 
and to all who are friendly to the object 
in which the Society is engaged, fur re- 
newéd exertions in its behalf and in- 
creased manifestations of their zeal for 
the Church. Shall any be denied the 
assistance without which they must be 
debarred from the ministry, when our 
altars are so destitute, and so many are 
perishing in ignorance of the Gospel? 
And, yet, such must be the case, unless 
something can be done. Fellow-Chris- 


tians, awake! and, if you need any thing 
to stimulate your exertions, look abroad 
over the parishes of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, and see how large and numerous 
| are the fields, white already to the hare 
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vest, and none coming forth to gather 
in the fruit to the garner of the Lord. 


The following contributions to the 
funds of the Education Society, were re- 
ceived some time since; but accidentall 
omitted in the list heretofore published: 


Mrs. F. Calhoun, ° ° $5 
’ Rev. J. W. Walker, gr oi 
Mrs. R. Lownds, by Mr. Key, 3 
Mrs. M. Sanger, - . - i 
Rev. J.P. Bausman, - - 5 
Mary Bausman, ° ° eo 2 
Thos. H. Wilkinson, Esq. - 3 
J. T. Bond, Esq. - - - 3 
I. Smith, : - - - 3 
R. Hance, - - - - 8 
J. A. Lavielle, - - - 3 
P. Sweetser, - - - - 2 
James Duke, - - - 1 
Sarah H. Bond, - - - i 
Rebecca Duke, - - - 1 
Mary A. Duke, - - - 1 
Ann M. Duke, - - - i 
To which may now be added, 
Rev. Wm. Jackson, : <a 


CONVENTIONAL MEETINGS. 

Georgia Convention will meet on 
Tuesday the 27th of this month. Penn- 
sylvania, on Tuesday the 4th of May.— 
Virginia, on Tuesday the 25th of May, 
at Staunton, Augusta county. Ohio, 
June Ist. Delaware, June 5th. Mary- 
land, June 16, 

ORDINATIONS. 

At an Ordination, held by the Right 
Rev. Bishop White in St. Andrew’s Ch., 
Philadelphia, on Sunday, March 14, Mr. 
Matthew Matthews, Mr. Samuel Marks, 
and Mr. William Levington, were ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

On Sunday, 21st March, in Trinity Ch. 
New Haven, Hector Humphreys was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of Deacons, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell. 

At an Ordination held on Sunday the 
7th instant, in St. Michael’s Church, Bris- 
tol, Joseph Muenscher, A. M. was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of Deacons, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold. 

= 

Two Bishops of the Church of Eng- 
land are to be appointed for the West 
Indies; a residence is to be appropriated 
to them, and each to be allowed a salary 
of 4000/. with a retiring pension of 1000/. 
after a residence of 12 years. Jamaica 


is to be the seat of one bishoprick, and 
Barbadoes and St. Vincent the moveable 





EDUCATION SOCIBTY.—ORDINATIONS, Kc. 











seat of the other. Rev. Messrs. Sumner 
and Coleridge are nominated.—[P. Rec. 
—_— 

Importance of Promptitude.—The be- 
nevolent Dr, Wilson once discovered a 
clergyman at Bath, who, he was inform. 
ed, was sick, poor, and had a numerous 
family. In the evening he gave a friend 
fifty pounds, requesting he would deli- 
ver it in the most delicate manner, and 
as from anunknown person. The friend 
replied, “I will wait upon him early in the 
morning:” “You will oblige me, Sir, by 
calling directly. Think of what impor- 
tance a good night’s rest may be to that 
poor man.” 

bd) 
OBITUARY OF HON. R. RIDGELY, 


The gentleman to whom the following 
lines refer, is known to have lived an un- 
believer in the Christian religion; but 
having, by the blessing of God, been 
shown his danger during his last illness, 
he desired some of his friends to make 
the statement here annexed, as an assu- 
rance to his acquaintances that he died 
in the faith of the Gospel.—{[ Ed. 
“Blessed are they whese iniquities are 

forgiven and whose sins are covered.” 

Romans iv. 7. 

In every age we have the most satis- 
factory evidence of God’s manifesting 
himself unto some, as he dues not unto 
the world—to those to whom it is not 
given to understand his eternal truths, 
because they have rejected his spirit 
and would have none of his counsel, 
But in no instance perhaps has his love 
been more clearly manifested, than re- 
cently in the case of Richard Ridgely, 
Esq. one of the Judges of the Third Ju- 
dicial district of Maryland, who depart- 
ed this life on Thursday morning, the 
26th of February, in the 69th year of his 
age, after a confinement of about six 
months, which was marked throughout, 
with the greatest possible patience. 
We the undersigned having been much 
with him satan during the last few 
days of his life, and having been called 
upon, by himself, in the most special 
manner, to bear testimony of what we 
then saw and heard from his own lips; 
to use his own words, “not asa certifi- 
cate for himself, but for the benefit of 
others,”’ to wit: “that he felt most thank- 
ful to the Lord for the six months’ chas- 
tisement he had been under, having 
been that time as it were on a bed of 
death; which had enabled him to reflect 
deeply on the purposes for which he 





JT nl 5 








x NE I as . 4 
- : ee ee — 4 
— ae 











had been created, to pray to God day 
and night in secret, who had in answer 
enabled him to call him Father”’—and 
that he had no fears left; but that all 
within was perfect thankfulness and love 
to God and man; having the fullest and 
most peaceful assurance of God’s par- 
don and love; earnestly wishing that he 
could see four persons enumerated, but 
not named, who he seemed to fear might 
be too much influenced by the writings 
of Voltaire, &c.; remarking that they | 


fs et 


TO CORRESPONDENT S.~—-ERRATA- 


would, from not seeing him, be induced | 


to think him cither mad, drunk, or ope- | 
rated on by fear in his last moments; all 


of which he required us to bear testimo- | 


ny against, assuring us that although he 
discovered his pulse leaving his extre- 
mities, and that he should very soon en- 
ter into that world from “whose bourn 


no traveller returns”, there to meet his || 


Saviour God, who was Lord of Lords, 
King of Kings, and Master of the uni- 

verse: yet he felt no fear; but, on the | 
contrary, the most perfect assurance of 
pardon; and, as an evidence, pointed to 
the manner of his death, which he as- 
sured us would be like a lamb. He 


then took leave a second time of some | 


of his children who were present, in the 
most affecting manner, assuring them 
of his unaltered love, although very soon 
most cheerfully to leave them, and send- 
ing through them his love to the others, 
humbly committing them to the care of 
God, and earnestly desiring that nothing 
like jealousy might ever appear among 
them. He then took leave of such of 
the domestic servants as appeared in the 
room, particularising each ones charac- 
teras he held their hands, exhorting some 





to a continuance of well doing, others to 
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an amendment of their lives—then ask- 
ing for others not present, observed that 
it was not necessary to send for them, 
their quarters being at a considerable 
distance. Then being advised to en- 
deavour to sleep a little, he replied “I 
will, and | pray God never to awake a- 
gain until L open my eyes in Heaven.” 
In a few minutes he fell into apparently 
a most easy sleep, and slept on, breath- 
ing weaker and weaker, until his breath 
left him without a struggle, or even a 
distortion of a single muscle. Truly 
had he foretold that he should die like 
alamb. For some time previous to his 
death, when not conversing, he appear- 
ed most generally to be in prayer—eja- 
culating at times, “Lord, have mercy on 
me; Christ, have mercy on me;” and 
on Sunday last, remarked to one of the 
subscribers, that he prayed day and 
night to the Lord in secret, and that it 
was impossible to express at that time 
the consolations he had felt in answer to 
his prayers; which, however, he did in 
his last moments express as recited. 


. Which we have felt it our duty to make 


known for the glory of God, and in 
compliance with what we conceive to 
have been his wish, who so emphatical- 
ly called on us to bear testimony as 
aforesaid; and may it prove, under the 
influence of that same Spirit, “a savour 
unto life and not unto death”, to all who 
may read it—recollecting the words of 
eternal truth, “That if we confess with 
our lips the Lord Jesus Christ, and be- 
lieve in our hearts that God has raised 
him from the dead, we shall be saved.”’ 
JOHN C. WEEMS. 
SAMUEL BROWN, Jun. 
GEO, L. STOCKETT. 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Omega, in reply to BishopKemp, is unavoidably deferred till our next number. 


Catholicus’s translation of Thomas A Kempis’s universal Prayer; A Genealogical 
Table of the Family of Herod the Great; Phoreo, on the argument for the Trinity 
drawn from itq moral effects; A Churchman, in reply to the statement of Dr. Du- 
cachet’s case, and to the Ohio Layman; are received. Our Correspondents are 
informed that as soon as our pages will allow of it, their communications will re- 
ceive a proper attention. 

ERRATA,.—Page 254, line 5, for “Falemian”, read Falernian. 
236, 4», 22, ,, “unerring’, ,, surviving. 
257, 5, 13, ,, “successfully”, read successful. 
273, ,, 4from bottom, for “scepticism”, read systems. 
273, col. 2, line 9, “They were”, should not begin a sentence. 
274, 5, 1, 4, 23, for “sun’’, read sure. [putations. 





Ruan 


275, about the middle of col. 1, for “desputations”, read dis- 

















